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Bishop Emeritus 
Basil Filevich 


passes away 


(Ukrainian Catholic 
Eparchy of Saskatoon/ 
UkrNews)— Bishop Basil 
Filevich, Emeritus of the 
Eparchy of Saskatoon 
passed away on April 20, 
2006 at St. Joseph’s Nurs- 
ing Home in Saskatoon. 

Bishop Basil was born 
on Jan. 13, 1918 in Stryj, 
Alta., to Omelian and 
Anna (Pelech) Filevich. 
He was one of 9 children. 

His theological studies 
were completed at St. 
Joseph’s Seminary in 
Edmonton, Alberta and he 
was ordained to the Holy 
Priesthood on April 12, 

1942 by Archbishop Ba- 
sil Ladyka, OSBM in 
Mundare, Alta. He served 
as the Parish Pastor from 
1942-43 in Dauphin, 


06 


Мап., from 1943 - 48 in Kitchener, Ont. and from 1948 - 51 in St. 
Catherine’s, Ont. In 1951, he was named Chancellor of the Eparchy of 
Toronto. From 1951 -1978 he served as Rector of St. Josaphat’s Cathedral 
in Toronto, during which time he built the new residence in 1953; estab- 
lished the first all-day parochial school in 1961 and renovated the church 
in 1964. In 1959 he was named Monsignor (Domestic Prelate) by His 
Holiness Pope John ХХІ. In 1962 he was named Vicar-General of the 
Eparchy of Toronto. In 1972 he was named Mitred Archpriest by His Be- 
atitude Cardinal Joseph Slipyj. From 1978 - 1983 he was Parish Pastor in 


Thunder Bay, Ont. 


On Dec. 20, 1983 he was named Bishop of Saskatoon by Pope John 


Paul II. 


On Feb. 27, 1984 he was ordained to the Episcopacy at St. Michael’s 
Cathedral in Toronto. On March 4, 1984 he was installed Bishop of the 
Eparchy of Saskatoon at St. George’s Cathedral in Saskatoon, serving as 
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Eparch until 1996. During his time 
as Eparch, he introduced the 
Deaconate program in the eparchy. 
From 1996 until April 20, 2006 as 
Bishop Emeritus of the Eparchy of 
Saskatoon, Bishop Basil was ac- 
tively involved with the Catholic 
Charismatic movement, he served as 
chaplain to St. Joseph’s Home in 
2002 - 2003, enjoyed his daily 
walks, a good game of golf, occa- 
sional travel holidays and keeping 
contact with his many friends and 
family. 

Bishop Basil was predeceased by 
his parents, Omelian and Anna 
Filevich, brothers Michael and Nick 
and sisters, Mary Wicentowich, 
Cassie Boyko, Nellie Lekky, Annie 
Kropielnicki, and Jennie Wenger. 
He leaves behind his sister Stella 
(Edward) Hrycyk, sister-in-law Jean 
Wenger, Nieces Josephine (Stanley) 
Wenger, Sylvia Lekky, Gloria (Ri- 
chard) Miller, Iris (Bill) Montgom- 
ery, Adele (Raymond) Rokos, 
Lorraine (Eugene) Mishio, Eileen 
(Joe) Bilyk, Mary Lou Coombes, 
Janette (Rick) Caravatio and Neph- 
ews Lawrence (Evelyn) Filevich, 
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Chornobyl commemorated 


Ukrainian communities around the world commemorated the 20" anniversary of the Chornobyl nuclear disas- 
ter, April 26. In Edmonton a memorial service and program was held at City Hall, followed by a candlelight 
vigil at City Hall plaza. Pictured above: Students from the Ukrainian Bilingual program at Edmonton's Public 
and Catholic Schools hold candles. Left to Right: Ashley Trithart, Melissa Wojtiw, Katie Serediak, Alyssa 
Eugenio, Natalia Kostiuk, Lida Petriw, Jessica Derewlanka, Tanya Pacholok and Daniel Bowen. More on the 
Chornobyl anniversary inside this issue of Ukrainian News. 


Харківські терористи 
просили гроші на політику 


(Українська правда/УНІАНЛнтерфакс-Україна) 
-- Співробітники СБУ i MBC затримали трьох 
підозрюваних у здійсненні вибухів у Харківських 
супермаркетах. 

Про це 26 квітня на прес-конференції в Києві 
повідомив міністр внутрішніх справ Юрій Луценко. 
"На цей момент наші працівники в Харкові 
вважають, що небезпеку для громадян ліквідовано", 
- відзначив Луценко. 

Раніше двох підозрюваних затримали вночі під час 
спільної операції СБУ і кримінального розшуку 
Управління МВС, повідомили в Департаменті 
зв'язків із громадськістю МВС. 

Як повідомив начальник УМВС у Харківській 
області Ігор Репешко, вибухи в супермаркетах 
Харкова були здійснені з метою вимагання грошей 
у власників магазинів. 

Обоє зловмисників - молоді люди. Раніше вони 
відсилали листи власникам супермаркетів через 
інтернет з погрозами i з вимогами виплатити по 150 
тис. доларів. 

Вибухи повинні були продемонструвати серйоз- 
ність їхніх намірів. 

За його словами, затримані у цій справі харків'яни 


у ході допитів зізналися в тому, що, використовуючи 
політичну ситуацію, направили через мережу 
інтернет відповідні листи керівникам харківських 
супермаркетів. 

Зміст листів буквально такий: "Необхідно профі- 
нансувати політичну організацію у сумі 50 тисяч 
доларів та свою політичну силу". 

У своїх листах вони повідомляли, що гроші пот- 
рібно перераховувати на рахунки банків та бан- 
ківські картки. "Вибухами передбачалося наносити 
фінансовий збиток, і до вибухів вони планували 
телефонувати за 30 хвилин", - сказав Репешко. 

На прес-конференції було повідомлено, що Kpu— 
мінальну справу порушено за статтею 296 Kpumi— 
нального Кодексу України (хуліганство), але не 
виключено, що ця стаття може бути переква- 
ліфікована на іншу. 

Як відомо, в результаті вибухів, які сталися 22 
квітня в харківських супермаркетах "Сільпо" і 
"ЮСІ" в житловому масиві Олексіївка, постраждали 
14 осіб, зокрема дворічна дитина. Всі потерпілі були 
доставлені в лікарню з травмами середнього і 
легкого ступеня тяжкості, у деяких - струс мозку. 


Координатора Іраку й Афганістану зашлють послом? 


(Українська правда/РИА Новости) «Джордж 
Буш висунув кандидатуру Вільяма Тейлора на пост 
нового посла США в Україні. 

Як повідомила прес-служба Білого дому, у цей час 
Тейлор є старшим консультантом при координаторі 
держдепартаменту США з питань реконструкції й 
стабілізації. 

До цього він обіймав посаду представника США 
при спецпосланнику "близькосхідного квартету" з 
питань розмежування в Єрусалимі та був 
директором управління з реконструкції в Іраку. 


Крім цього, Тейлор працював у Кабулі як 
координатор з питань американської й міжнародної 
допомоги Афганістану, а також на посаді 
координатора по Афганістану в управлінні по 
країнах Південної Азії держдепартаменту США. 

Тейлор, випускник військової академії в Вест- 
поінт, служив у сухопутних військах США, дослу-- 
жившись до звання капітана. Він також має диплом 
Гарвардського університету. 

Кандидатура Тейлора на посаду нового посла США 
в Україні повинна бути затверджена сенатом США. 
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ЄС не карає Росію за Україну і 
просить готувати більше газу 


(Українська правдаЛнтерфакс-Україна)- -Євро-- 
союз буде застосовувати до російської газової KOM— 
панії "Газпром" такі ж правила конкуренції, як до 
будь-якої іншої європейської фірми. 

Про це заявили міністр економіки головуючої в 
Євросоюзі Австрії Мартін Бартенштейн і член 
Європейської комісії, відповідальний за питання 
енергетики, Андріс Пієбалге у листі, направленому 
ними міністру промисловості й енергетики Росії 
Віктору Христенку. 

"Правила, застосовувані до "Газпрому", He будуть 
відрізнятися від застосовуваних до інших компаній, 
зокрема, від правил у сфері конкуренції, що випли-- 
вають із європейських договорів", - стверджують 
представники ЄС. 

Як відзначається в листі, ЄС визнає, що Росія (і 
"Газпром") була й залишається надійним постачаль-- 
ником природного газу для країн ЄС. "Це важливо, 
тому що ЄС можуть знадобитися більші поставки 
російського газу", - відзначається в документі. 

Крім того, у листі повідомляється, що довгостро- 
кові контракти на поставку газу можуть забезпечити 
істотні інвестиції до Росії, "яка повинна бути готова 


задовольнити майбутній попит". 

"Співробітництво ЄС і Росії взаємовигідне, тому 
що Росія, з одного боку, має потребу в передбачу- 
ваності ринку ЄС, і ЄС, з іншого боку, повинен бути 
впевнений у безперебійності поставок", - підкрес- 
люється в листі. 

Крім того, відповідно до тексту листа, ЄС підкрес-- 
лює, що транзитна угода до Енергетичної хартії - 
це "цінний механізм, що може забезпечити підставу 
для довгострокового управління більш широким 
європейським ринком енергоресурсів, включаючи 
такі проблеми, як право транзиту й доступу третіх 
країн". 

Як повідомлялося, 30 квітня офіційний пред- 
ставник "Газпрому" Сергій Купріянов заявив, що 
Євросоюз через конфлікт між Росією й Україною 
намагається обмежити присутність російської 
компанії на європейському ринку. 

"Ми постійно чуємо погрози в нашу адресу у 
відношенні того, що нам потрібно обмежити доступ 
на ринки, обмежити нашу частку на європейському 
ринку. Чи це не погроза у відношенні нас, а не з 
нашого боку?" - підкреслив Купріянов. 


Новий пакт Молотова-Рібентропа? 


Ольга Макарчук, Бі-Бі-Сі, Київ 

Польський Міністр оборони 1-го травня порівняв 
російсько-німецькі домовленості щодо Північ- 
ноєвропейського газопроводу з пактом Молотова- 
Рібентропа. 

Офіційна Варшава вкотре скритикувала свого 
західного сусіда Німеччину за участь у спільному з 
Росією проекті Північноєвропейського газопроводу, 
який пролягатиме в обхід Польщі, країн Балтії та 
України дном Балтійського моря. 

Перебуваючи на міжнародній конференції у 
Брюсселі, міністр оборони Польщі Радек Сікорокі 
відкинув пропозиції канцлера Німеччини Ангели 
Меркель щодо проведення консультацій на тему 
використання газопроводу. В інтерв'ю німецькому 
виданню "Шпігель" пан Сікорскі сказав, що кон- 
сультації треба було проводити до того, як минулого 


року колишній канцлер ФРН, а нині голова спос- 
тережної ради Північноєвропейського газотранс-- 
портного консорціуму Герхард Шредер, домовився 
з президентом Росії Владіміром Путіним про 
створення газогону. 

Польський міністр оборони порівняв такі домов-- 
леності з пактом про ненапад перед 2-ю світовою 
війною: "Ми дуже чутливі тоді, коли йдеться про 
створення таких коридорів і про інакше ставлення 
до Сходу Європи, ніж до Заходу. Це нагадує пакт 
Молотова-Рібентропа. Це політика 20 сторіччя" - 
сказав міністр оборони Польщі Радек Сікорскі. 

Газогін у понад тисячу кілометрів завдовжки має 
вперше забезпечити пряме постачання російського 
газу до Західної Європи - очікується, що від моменту 
його введення в експлуатацію в 2010 році він транспор- 
туватиме до 55 мільярдів кубометрів газу на рік. 


Єхануров влаштував 
генеральну чистку губернаторів 


(Українська правда/Ліга)- -Кабінет міністрів 
прийняв рішення подати президенту подання на 
звільнення голови Севастопольської міськдерж- 
адміністрації і губернаторів Рівненської і Київської 
областей. 

Сергія Іванова, Василя Червонія, Євгена Жовтяка, 
відповідно, пропонують звільнити "у зв'язку з погір-- 
шенням окремих показників соціально-економіч-- 
ного розвитку регіону". 

Про це повідомив прес-секретар прем'єр-міністра 
Валентин Мондриївський після закінчення засідання 
уряду 27 квітня. 

Також уряд схвалив відставку губернаторів 
Одеської області Василя Цушка, Кіровоградської - 
Едуарда Зейналова і Полтавської - Степана Бульби. 
У зв'язку з поданими ними заявами. 

Як відомо, троє останніх були обрані депутатами 
Верховної Ради. 
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Також Кабмін пропонує президенту призначити 
на посаду голови Рівненської облдержадміністрації 
Віктора Матчука, Кіровоградської - Володимира 
Мовчана, на посаду голови Севастопольської 
міськдержадміністрації - Михайла Єжеля. 

У той же час Кабінет міністрів звільнив Віктора 
Суслова з посади голови Держкомісії по регулю-- 
ванню ринків фінансових послуг в результаті служ-- 
бового розслідування. 

Також було прийнято рішення про звільнення 
заступника міністра з питань надзвичайних ситуацій 
Станіслава Аржевітіна, заступника голови Фонду 
держмайна Олександра Бондаря і заступника мініс-- 
тра охорони здоров'я В'ячеслава Передерія. 

Рішення прийнято через обрання їх у парламент. 
Також уряд пропонує звільнити голову Жито- 
мирської обладміністрації Ірину Синявську в зв'язку 
з обранням її головою Житомирської облради. 


ЄС додасть відносинам з 
Україною амбіцій 


(Українська правда/Ліга)- -Єврокомісія вважає за необхідне 
підсилити економічну складову в майбутній угоді про співробітництво 
з Україною, яка в даний час обговорюється членами ЄС. 

Про це сказав в інтерв'ю "Інтерфакс-Україна" директор директорату 

з питань координації європейської політики сусідства й зовнішніх 
відносин Єврокомісії Рутгер Вісселс 2 травня. 
"Це питання ми тільки почали з нашими членами обговорювати, якого 
виду нову угоду ми можемо мати. Що ясно на наш погляд, так це те, 
що в ній повинен бути важливий торговельний аспект. Це буде для 
нас важливим елементом, але я думаю, що в цілому, це повинна бути 
більше амбіційна угода", - повідомив Вісселс. 

Разом з тим, він відзначив, що в цей час щодо питання про нову угоду 
"ще немає ясного результату", тому що обговорення тільки почате. 

Biccenc також звернув увагу на той факт, що в європейській політиці 
сусідства, у рамках якого в цей час реалізовуються відносини Києва 
із Брюсселем, питання про членство не розглядається, тому що не є 
предметом даної політики. 

Політика сусідства просто не про це. Це не значить, що Tak зали-- 
шиться назавжди. Я думаю, ви також повинні бачити, що для цього 
необхідний консенсус всіх членів ЄС, які мають різні точки зору", - 
сказав генеральний директор. 
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Kennedy officially enters race | UCSS wants improvements 


(UkrNews)—Gerard Kennedy on 
April 27 officially entered the race 
to become the next leader of the Lib- 
eral Party of Canada. At an outdoor 
amphitheatre in Ottawa, with the 
House of Commons and Canada’s 
Peace Tower as his backdrop, 
Kennedy spoke of a Canada that is 
a magnet for talent, with greater in- 
fluence in the world’s economy and 
international affairs. 

“Canada can be more than it is 
today. We can become the first in- 
ternational country,” Kennedy told 
a large crowd that included MPs, 
Senators and other supporters. ““To- 
gether, we will create an enterpris- 
ing culture, build a more cohesive 
country through government dedi- 
cated to practical compassion, and 
redevelop Canada’s global voice.” 

A group of several current and 
former Members of Parliament 
joined Kennedy to help kick off the 
campaign. 

Among them are the two stron- 
gest advocates of Ukrainian Cana- 
dian community interests in the Lib- 
eral caucus — Etobicoke Centre MP 


Borys Wrzesnewskyj and 
Kitchener-Waterloo MP Andrew 
Telegdi. 


Veteran MP Joe Fontana said, 
“Gerard was born in the west, has 
roots in Quebec and the Maritimes, 
and he has served the people of 
Ontario very well. He understands 
and knows the bilingual and 
multicultural fabric of our country 
and bridges the best of liberalism, 
the ideas of fiscal responsibility and 
social justice, as well as individual 
freedom and collective responsibil- 
ity.” 


Gerard Kennedy 


Speaking about a new Liberal 
value, enterprise, Kennedy set out a 
bold plan to bring an enterprise cul- 
ture to Canada, “By 2012, Canada 
will be the best country in the world 
to start and grow a business.” 

“Enterprise in government is 
about setting clear targets and de- 
livering measurable results. It is 
about treating every single tax dol- 
lar with respect and prudence ... we 
must be accountable for the services 
we deliver and for managing the 
public’s hard-earned tax dollars.” 

Speaking about practical compas- 
sion, Kennedy addressed the need 
to tackle extreme poverty, deal with 
the historic injustice and current re- 
alities facing Aboriginal Canadians 
and develop a national policy for 
seniors. 

Kennedy issued a call to action, 
“I’m asking Canadians to participate 
in this once in a generation oppor- 


tunity to determine a new vision for 
this party and for this country.” 

“At the centre of this approach we 
need leadership in Ottawa that is 
ambitious enough to unlock the po- 
tential of this great country ‘— lead- 
ership that motivates and inspires 
every Canadian to work together 
with a powerful sense of purpose,” 
said Kennedy. 

Kennedy’s great grandfather 
Wasyl Shemanski, was one of the 
first Ukrainian pioneers to settle in 
the Ethelbert region near Dauphin, 
Man., in 1897. 

Kennedy himself, was born and 
grew up in The Pas, north of the 
Ethelbert area, where his father, 
Jack, who is of Scottish ancestry, 
served as mayor and his mother, 
Caroline, was an elementary school 
teacher. 

As a child he took both Ukrainian 
language and dancing classes at the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Dau- 
phin. 

Kennedy was first elected as a 
Member of the Ontario Provincial 
Parliament for York South in а 1996 
by-election to replace former Pre- 
mier Bob Rae. Despite his political 
inexperience, he ran for the Ontario 
Liberal Leadership in 1996 and fin- 
ished second to Dalton McGuinty. 
He was re-elected in 1999 and 2003 
in the modified riding of Parkdale- 
High Park, which has a large Ukrai- 
nian Canadian community,. 

He was appointed Minister of 
Education when the Liberals won 
the 2003 Ontario election. In gov- 
ernment, Kennedy also served as a 
member of the Planning and Priori- 
ties Board of Cabinet. 


$12.5 mln — not $2.5 mln pledged for 
Ukrainian Canadian redress, Goodale says 


(UkrNews)—Before losing the 
non-confidence vote in November, 
the previous Government of Canada 
had agreed to set aside $12.5 mil- 
lion for redress of the internment of 
Ukrainian Canadians during World 
War I — not just $2.5 million, says 
the former minister of finance. 

“Successful negotiations had been 
undertaken, money had been set 
aside — not 2.5 million as in the case 
of Ukrainians, but $12.5 and all of 
that good work should not be sacri- 
ficed,” Ralph Goodale told Ukrai- 
nian News. 

Goodale was asked to clarify the 
state of negotiations after Ukrainian 
News had been informed by mem- 
bers of the Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress’ negotiating team that the cur- 
rent government had the additional 
$10 million under review. 

UCC Second Vice President An- 
drew Hladyshevsky told Ukrainian 
News that Heritage Minister Bev 
Oda indicated that she felt the origi- 
nal $2.5 million which had been 
pledged by the previous government 
was still on line, but that the addi- 
tional $10 million could be subject 
to further negotiation. 

“She indicated the government 
Was prepared to continue negotia- 
tions that were set out in the agree- 
ment of principle and as well set 
out in the act that was passed in No- 
vember and was reviewing her files 
to see whether or not there would 
be any further commitment on that 
additional $10 million or whether 
that would be the subject matter of 
further negotiations. She wasn’t pre- 
pared to commit on that additional 
$10 million the way that Minister 
Goodale had and the way the prior 

minister had hinted in the Martin 
government,” he told Ukrainian 


Ralph Goodale 


News. 

Hladyshevsky said the purpose of 
March 22 meeting (see Ukrainian 
News, April 5-18, 2006) was to get 
a Status report on the comprehensive 
settlement on redress and review the 
existing proposals between the 
Ukrainian Canadian community and 
the federal government “and to take 
stock on how we plan on implement- 
ing them.” 

Goodale told Ukrainian News that 
the original pledge of $2.5 million 
“was always described as a begin- 
ning of a process.” 

“As we were putting together our 
budget plans for this past winter, 
anticipating that there would be a 
budget in the normal course (of 
events) in February we had the re- 
sults of (former Secretary of 
Multiculturalism) Raymond Chan's 
original discussion with the Ukrai- 
nian community and with a number 
of other communities. The results 
were very encouraging and Ray was 
able to give me in November, a fig- 
ure that he felt would be all inclu- 
sive to bring the Ukrainian redress 
to a successful conclusion at $12.5 


million — not just the initial 2.5 but 
12.5 — and also move the files 
along with respect to a variety of 
other ethnocultural communities as 
well. 

“And that money I made provi- 
sion for in the fiscal update that I 
published in November. And that 
would have been formally an- 
nounced in the budget that would 
have been coming out in February. 
Now, of course, the final chapter in 
that, the actual publication of a bud- 
get was preempted because an elec- 
tion intervened. But we knew in No- 
vember what the broad parameters 
would be and the money was speci- 
fied in the fiscal framework — not 
just the original $25 million, but the 
full amount that would have been 
required for completing the redress 
packages including the Ukrainian 
package,” he said. 

“So, it was a decision made and a 
funding allocation that was firm and 
clear. And if the new government 
decides for some reason not to pro- 
ceed beyond the initial $2.5 million 
then they will clearly be backtrack- 
ing on commitments made by the 
previous government,” Goodale 
added. 

“The issue is are they going to 
leave the redress issue outstanding 
and unresolved or are they going to 
honour the expectations — the very 
legitimate expectation of the various 
communities that have been actively 
involved with the previous govern- 
ment in a formal way — not a politi- 
cal way, not a partisan way — but a 
formal negotiation and discussion 
process that was identified to the sat- 
isfaction of everyone involved how 
to bring these very troubling files to 
a successful conclusion,” Goodale 
told Ukrainian News. 


in nominee program 


(UkrNews)— Ukrainian Canadian Social Services (Edmonton) will be 
going after the provincial government to improve its nominee program, 
says the newly re-elected president. 

“The politicians have to get interested in bringing in workers, appren- 
tices and not journeymen,” Bill Diachuk told Ukrainian News following 
the Annual General meeting of UCSS at St. George’s Ukrainian Catholic 
Parish, April 27. 

“There is a challenge to bring journeymen. You bring them here, the 
journeyman is paid and it takes six months before they know how to work 
in the Canadian business in the meantime the Canadian journeyman are 
getting alienated because they are paid the same wages and the foreign 
worker is only producing half,” he added. 

Along with Diachuk, other members of the executive include: William 
Lesick, Past President; Edward Piasta, lst Vice President; Alex Palamarek, 
2nd Vice President; Oksana Ensslen, Secretary and Julian 
Warawa, Treasurer. 

Directors are: Ruth Boychuk, Steffie Chmilar, Sylvia Gray, Brenda 
Griffiths, Terry J. Holubetz, Mike Kobylka, [hor Kohaykevych, Walter 
Marych, Yuri Moskal, Steve Sumka Sr., and Michael Wygera. 

Unlike last year’s meeting, there were no challenges to the current lead- 
ership. 


e e e e e 
Bishop Emeritus Basil Filevich 
Cont. from P. 1 
John (Debra) Filevich, Raymond (Elizabeth) Kropielnicki, Raymond 
(Elizabeth) Kropielnicki, Robert (Michelle) Hrycyk and Ronald Hrycyk. 
He is survived by numerous great and great, great nieces and nephews in 
Canada and the USA as well as extended family in Ukraine. 

Parastas/Prayer services for Bishop Basil were held April 26. The Di- 
vine Liturgy was celebrated on April 27. Both services were held at St. 
George’s Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral in Saskatoon. Interment took place 
at Woodlawn Cemetery, Ukrainian Catholic Clergy Section, Saskatoon. 

Services were conducted according the rubrics of the Bishops Funeral 
during the Bright Week. 

The main celebrant was Metropolitan Lawrence Huculak. 

All the Ukrainian Catholic bishops from Canada, including Metropoli- 
tan Emeritus Bzdel, and five Roman Catholic took part in the Parastas 
and Divine Liturgy. 

In addition 32 Catholic priests, including four from the Latin Rite, took 
part. There were two priests serving as representatives from the Orthodox 
Community. 

The Homily at the Parastas was given by Bishop Severian from New 
Westminster and at the Funeral by Metropolitan Huculak. Ceremonier 
was the Rector of Cathedral, Rt. Rev. Vladimir Mudri and he was also the 
Master of Ceremonies during the Tryzna (farewell dinner). 

Greetings were presented by: Msgr. Rudolph Luzney from the clergy, 
Very Rey. Bohdan Demchuk on behalf of Orthodox Metropolitan Ivan 
(Stinka), Robert Hrycyk on behalf of family. Sister Theodosia from St. 
Joseph’s Home spoke about Bishop Filevich’s legacy and the last month 
of his life, and, Bishop Michael Wiwchar, as the host, spoke on behalf of 
the Saskatoon Eparchy. 


Park. 
Wemorial, 


“THE CHAPEL ON THE BOULEVARD" 


SERVING THE 
UKRAINIAN 
COMMUNITY 
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р 


(adjacent to funeral home) . 
* family owned since 1941 " 


- prearranged funeral specialists З 


* wheelchair ассеззіБіе " 
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www. parkmemori al -com 


Jerry Smolyk, President 
Kristie Smolyk, Vice President 
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Чорнобильська зона: люди 


Богдана Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

Чорнобильська зона - це не лише одно-- 
йменна атомна електростанція, пожежа на 
якій двадцять років тому спричинила най-- 
більшу в історії людства техногенну KaTac— 
трофу. Це у першу чергу люди, які там 
працюють, забезпечуючи нормальне функ-- 
ціонування станції, та які там живуть, 
усупереч обставинам, що склались. 

Лічильник Гейгера у руках представника 
агенції "Чорнобиль Інтер Інформ" Мак- 
сима Каригіна показує рівень радіаційного 
забруднення біля Чорнобильської АЕС: за 
словами Максима, він не перевищує рівень, 
безпечний для здоров'я людей. А людей у 
Чорнобильській зоні чимало: на самій 
атомній електростанції вахтовим методом 
працює близько трьох тисяч осіб. А ще 
кілька сотень людей обслуговують струк - 
тури МВС та Міністерства з питань над-- 
звичайних ситуацій України: це — 
міліціонери, пожежники, рятувальники, 
медики, водії та інші. 

У Чорнобильській зоні, крім так званих 


"вахтовиків", постійно проживають селя-- 
ни, які після евакуації 1986-го року потро-- 
ху лісами, нелегально повернулись до рід- 
них домівок. Максим Каригін каже: 

"Вони тут звикли - вони тут вирішили 
доживати життя, це їх власний вибір. Це 
люди похилого віку. Шістдесят років - це 
вважається молодий у зоні. 75 років - це 
середній вік людей, які тут живуть". 

Бабі Варі з селища Іллінці 79 років, після 
Чорнобильської аварії вона з чоловіком і 
односельцями була евакуйована. Але вже 
рік по тому повернулась додому: 

"Дід приїхав весною, а я приїхала влітку. 
Дід поїхав в Ірпінь і винайняв машину, так 
ми й утекли додому. Живемо. Було 250 сімей, 
а зараз чи то 38, чи 39 баб залишилось." 

А на городах вирощують баба Варя та її 
сусідки картоплю, томати, і вахтовики з 
Чорнобиля приїздять і ласують домашніми 
овочами. Кажуть: землю треба дбати, 
інакше ліс наступатиме. Адже звідки іде 
людина - приходить ліс. У Чорнобильські 
зоні це особливо помітно. 


У Британії проблеми з вівцями, 
а в Росії чекатимуть 300 років 


(Українська правда)- «Британські вчені 
заявляють, що територія країн Західної 
Європи зазнала значно більшого забруд- 
нення внаслідок аварії на ЧАЕС, ніж вва- 
жалося раніше. 

Про це свідчать результати спеціального 
дослідження незалежних радіологів lena 
Фейрлі та Девіда Самнера, які цими 
вихідними було оприлюднено на науковій 
конференції у Лондоні. 

На думку вчених, понад половина всіх 
радіоактивних опадів після вибуху на 
Чорнобильській АЕС випали за межами 
України, Білорусі та Росії. 

Зокрема, у Великобританії було зара- 
жено 34% території. В країні Ha майже 400 
фермах на площі 750 квадратних кіло- 
метрів досі існують обмеження, пов'язані 
з радіаційною безпекою. Донині під пос- 


тійним радіологічним контролем перебува- 
ють сотні тисяч голів худоби, зокрема 
близько 200 тисяч овець. 

Британські вчені також гостро розкрити- 
кували результати дослідження ООН, в 
якому, на думку науковців, занижено цифри 
щодо жертв Чорнобильської катастрофи. 

В той же час, на даний момент до зони 
радіоактивного забруднення входять 4343 
населених пункти 14 суб'єктів Росії, у яких 
проживає більше 1,5 млн. чоловік. 

Про це говориться в прес-релізі головно- 
го державного санітарного лікаря РФ Ген- 
надія Онищенка, розповсюдженому 24-го 
квітня на прес-конференції в "Інтерфаксі". 

Надумку Онищенка, негативний вплив Ha— 
слідків аварії на Чорнобильській AEC при- 
пиниться через 300 років, а "основна гостро-- 
та впливу зникне приблизно в 2056 році". 


І шляхи стають коротшими! 


Тільки Аеросвіт Українські Авіалінії 
пропонує безпосадкові рейси 
літаками Boeing 767 
Торонто- Київ, Київ Торонто 
А також через Київ: 

Львів, Івано-Франківськ, Одеса, Сімферопіль, 
Донецьк, Дніпропетровськ, Харків, Чернівці, 
Ужгород, Москва, Кишинів, Мінськ, Ріга, Баку, 
Ташкент, Amma—Ara, Делі, Тель - вів, 
Дубаї, Каїр, Афіни, Салонікі, Софія, 
Пекін, Бангкок, 


1.416.961.КУТУ 
1.416.961.5948 


або звертайтесь у Вашту агенцію 


Тепер у Вас є можливість замовити і 
оформити білет на нашій веб- сторінці 


www.aerosvit.com 


AepoCsir & AeroSvirt 


тираїтські звілліжії am аіталита 


Ukrainian Мему5/Українські вісті, May З - 17, 2006, 3 - 17 травня, 2006 


Чи можливий 


другий Чорнобиль? 
Ядерна безпека в Україні 


Богдана Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

Минає двадцята річниця від дня Чорно-- 
бильської катастрофи, яку міжнародна 
спільнота визнала найбільшою в історії 
людства техногенною аварією. Але Чорно-- 
биль ніде не зник: Чорнобильська АЕС, 
оточена ураженою радіацією тридцяти- 
кілометровою зоною, продовжує нагадува-- 
ти людству, Що таке "мирний атом". I 
людство досі шукає відповіді на запитання 
"Чи атом може бути мирним?" та "Чи 
можливий другий Чорнобиль?". 

"Чорнобиль - як би нам хотілося забути 
це слово. Чорнобильська катастрофа від- 
крила скриньку Пандори і випустила на світ 
невидимих ворогів і смутні страхи, що пе- 
ребувають в людському розумі. Вірогідно, 
що більшість з нас вважає, що це залиши-- 
лося в минулому. Однак, якщо ми забудемо 
про Чорнобиль, зросте ризик подібних 
технологічних і екологічних катастроф в 
майбутньому". 

Ці слова належать Генеральному секре- 
тареві ООН Кофі Аннану, який закликав 
людство обережно ставитись до "ігор 3 
атомом». І світова спільнота згадує про 20- 
ту річницю Чорнобильської катастрофи у 
контексті проблем техногенної та ядерної 
безпеки у "гарячих" куточках планети. 
Чорнобиль для світу - це урок і поперед- 
ження, а для України - біль і питання "бути 
чи не бути новим атомним реакторам?", Ha 
необхідності яких наголошено у новій дер-- 
жавній стратегії енергетичного розвитку. 

Тим часом, українська громадськість, 
враховуючи чорнобильський досвід, не у 
захваті від планів влади розвивати ядерну 
енергетику. Відомий письменник, лікар, 
дипломат Юрій Щербак вважає, що пи- 
тання енергетичної безпеки держави та 
імовірності другого Чорнобиля треба 
розглядати у широкому контексті: 

"Енергетичне майбутнє - не можемо ми 
сказати, що воно буде безпечне. Ми не 
можемо повторювати помилки тих 
радянських пропагандистів, тих вчених, які 
розробляли тип Чорнобильського реактора 
казати, що все це безпечно, що це може 
бути у центрі міста. Ми повинні виходити 
з того, що ми живемо поруч з ризиком. Ми 
ризикуємо, це доктрина. І ми повинні іти 
на розумний ризик - всемірно підвищувати 
безпеку реакторів. От скажімо, зараз перед 
Україною постало питання про побудову 
одинадцяти нових реакторів. I я хочу cKa— 
зати: не можна ігнорувати той досвід, який 
ми маємо з одного боку, а з другого боку - 
ми повинні забезпечити енергетичну безпе-- 
ку та енергетичну залежність України". 

Провідний експерт Національного еко- 
логічного центру України Юрій Урбан- 


ський у виступі на міжнародному громад- 
ському форумі "Чорнобиль плюс двадцять 
років" у Києві наголосив: побудова нових 
ядерних енергоблоків може спричинити не 
тільки другий Чорнобиль, але і втрату 
енергетичної незалежності держави: 

"Якщо казати про наших урядовців - і 
нинішніх, і попередніх - вони себе пози- 
ціонують прихильниками атомної енерге- 
тики. Люди ставлять перед собою завдання 
щось продемонструвати, якесь досягнення. 
Чомусь атомна енергетика - це якийсь гі-- 
гантський проект, великі потужності елек- 
троенергії, які можна генерувати. I це для 
всіх урядів - ласі шматки, привабливі про-- 
екти, якими вони намагаються здобути: з 
одного боку - прихильність народу у країні, 
аз іншого - здобути прихильність промис-- 
лового лоббі". 

Юрій Урбанський стверджує, що питан-- 
ня про перспективи розвитку ядерної eHep— 
гетики треба публічно обговорювати в 
українському суспільстві. Так, як це роб-- 
лять у державах ЄвроСоюзу. Головне — без- 
пека, авід безпеки в середині України зале-- 
жить безпека Європейського континенту, 
переконана депутат Європейського 
парламенту Ребекка Гармс: 

"Ми діємо публічно, готуючи у моєму 
офісі інформаційні бюлетені щодо роз- 
витку ядерної енергетики, її потенційної 
небезпеки для людей і довкілля. Двадцять 
років тому, коли я була активісткою ні- 
мецької Партії зелених, ми то робили після 
Чорнобильської катастрофи. Тепер ми діє-- 
мо у рамках комісії захисту довкілля EBpo— 
парламенту. Питання енергетичного роз- 
витку України влада повинна виносити на 
розгляд громадян, адже від безпеки ycepe— 
дині України залежить безпека Європей- 
ського континенту, особливо в енергетиці. 
Українська громадськість має бути залуче-- 
ною до дискусій цих важливих питань". 

Крім політичного, варто пам'ятати про 
техногенний аспект Чорнобильської KaTac— 
трофи та її уроків, - нагадує фізик Воло-- 
димир Шевченко: 

«Проблема номер один - це ізоляція ви- 
сокоактивних і середньо-активних відходів. 
Якщо не вирішена проблема захоронення 
цих відходів - розбудовувати надалі атомну 
енергетику дуже небезпечно?. 

І ще одне явище, яке постійно нагадує про 
існування Чорнобиля - це самосели, які 
після евакуації весною 1986 року повер- 
нулись до рідних домівок на території, які 
зазнали прямого радіоактивного впливу. Це 
Полісся, одне з тих місць України, де збе- 
рігаються прадавні звичаї, традиції, легенди 
та пісні. І створюються нові - про Чорно- 
биль та його наслідки. 


Європа вирішила 
відродити частину України 


(Українська правда/Інтерфакс-Україна) 
-- Європейська комісія заявляє про намір 
продовжити свої проекти з надання 
допомоги Україні для ліквідації наслідків 
на Чорнобильській атомній електростанції. 

Про це заявив посол Єврокомісії в Ykpa— 
їні Ієн Боуг на міжнародній конференції 
"20 років Чорнобильської катастрофи. 
Погляд у майбутнє" 24 квітня у Києві. 

"Європейська комісія буде продовжувати 
реалізовувати свої проекти, які будуть 
сприяти підвищенню ядерної безпеки й 
будуть сприяти розвитку вражених 
регіонів", - сказав він. 

Разом з тим, федеральний міністр сільсь- 
кого господарства головуючої в ЄС Австрії 
Жозеф Пріль підкреслив, що Європейський 
Союз вважає важливим будівництво нового 
укриття на Чорнобильській AEC. 

В той же час, помічник генерального 
секретаря ООН Кальман Міжей вважає, 


що відродження Чорнобиля можливе, і 
підкреслює необхідність переходу до ак- 
тивної діяльності для відродження регіонів. 

На його думку, новий підхід ПРООН уже 
приносить практичні результати в трьох 
важливих сферах: надання точної й надій- 
ної інформації, соціальне й економічне 
відродження й співробітництво з урядом у 
перегляді політики стосовно Чорнобиля. 

У той же час, заступник гендиректора 
Всесвітньої організації здоров'я Сюзанна 
Вебер-Мосдорф заявила, що за оцінками 
ВОЗ, кількість загиблих від раку внаслідок 
Чорнобильської катастрофи може дося- 
гати 9 тис. чоловік. 

У своєму звіті у вересні 2005 року 
МАГАТЕ назвало кількість померлих від 
раку у зв'язку із Чорнобильською KaTac— 
трофою 4 тис. чоловік. Однак у ниніш- 
ньому році незалежні експерти назвали 
цифру в 15 разів більше. 
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Kyiv says NATO bid ‘irreversible’ 


(RFE/RL)— Ukrainian Foreign Minister Borys 
Tarasyuk told a meeting of NATO foreign ministers in 
Sofia on April 28 that Ukraine’s course toward NATO 
membership is “irreversible,” Reuters reported. 

“Those political parties that made anti-NATO slo- 
gans the core of their electoral programs have failed to 
get to the Ukrainian parliament,” Tarasyuk said. 

“We also hope that this year the strengthening of 
NATO-Ukzainian relations will follow its logical con- 
tinuation in the framework of the main preparations 
program — membership action plan — and further re- 
sults in the invitation to accession talks,” he added. 

NATO Secretary-General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer said 
in Sofia the previous day that Ukraine and Georgia can 
expect encouragement during the alliance’s November 
summit in Riga regarding their hopes to join NATO, 
but no “actual invitations.” 

“T think it is also clear that there will be a signal in 
Riga, but the actual invitations to join cannot be ex- 
pected already at the Riga summit,” he told а news con- 
ference. 

U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice evaded a 
question at the same news conference about when 
Ukraine could expect a membership plan. 

“The Ukrainian government and the Ukrainian 
people will have to decide whether or not this is some- 
thing that they wish to pursue. And they will also have 
to work very hard, I think, to meet the criteria,” she 
said. 

Earlier that week, in a report in the London-based 
“Financial Times”, unidentified NATO officials said 
the United States and Britain are keen on consolidat- 
ing recent democratic gains in Ukraine by hastening 
Kyiv’s entry into the alliance. 

One official told the newspaper that Washington 


Tymoshenko, Socialists 
launch new coalition bid 


(RIA Novosti/UkrNews) — Ukraine’s Socialist Party said May 3 it and 
former prime minister Yulia Tymoshenko had sent a letter to the country’s 
president requesting a meeting by May 5 on forming a parliamentary coa- 


lition, report RIA Novosti. 


The move is an apparent bid to break current deadlock as the deadline 
approaches to form a coalition in the Supreme Rada, as required under the 


country’s constitution, following elections March 26. 


wants Ukraine to join a NATO membership action plan 
by September, which would give Kyiv the prospect of 
joining before U.S. President George W. Bush leaves 
office in January 2009. The article portrayed Bush as 
very keen on Kyiv joining NATO. 

Expansion to include Ukraine would upset Russia. 
De Hoop Scheffer, though, seemed keen to indicate that 
Russia too can enjoy a good relationship. 

Speaking at an informal meeting of the NATO-Rus- 
sia Council during the summit in Sofia, he praised the 
“significant strides” made by NATO and Russia in in- 
creasing the interoperability among their military forces 
and civil emergency response teams, and he hailed 
“groundbreaking new programs of practical coopera- 
tion, in airspace management and, more recently, in 
addressing the multiple threats posed by the illegal 
narcotics trade in Afghanistan and Central Asia.” 

But he also said that the two sides “can and should 
do better” in their future cooperation. 

“We should look increasingly to this [NATO-Rus- 
sia] Council, not just as an umbrella for practical coop- 
eration, but as a forum for frank and open exchanges 
of views and perspectives, on issues where we agree 
and on those where the search for common ground con- 
tinues.” 

Meanwhile, Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko 
said in Riga on April 27 that he believes it is likely for 
Ukraine to secure a Membership Action Plan at the Riga 
summit. He noted that an anti-NATO campaign stirred 
up by some political forces during the recent parlia- 
mentary election campaign in Ukraine was an attempt 
to score political capital. 

“The anti-NATO policy that was promoted during 
the election campaign does not reflect the belief in our 
society,” Interfax-Ukraine quoted him as saying. 
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Tymoshenko, whose bloc came second in the ballot, and Socialist leader 
Oleksandr Moroz suggested President Viktor Yushchenko maintain a per- 
manent dialog with “democratic forces” in a bid to foster the country’s 
development and the emergence of a democratic coalition and a new goy- 
ernment, as well as boost cooperation between the coalition and the presi- 
dent. 

The two leaders said the 242 seats won by their groups and pro-presi- 
dential bloc Our Ukraine in the 450-seat Rada would allow them to have 
a parliamentary majority and form a government. 

“The majority of voters supported democratic parties, which allows them, 
in partnership with the president, to ensure a democratic development of 
the country and continue implementing the presidential program “Ten Steps 
Toward the People,” the Socialist Party said. 

Under the Ukrainian Constitution, the Rada must form a coalition ma- 
jority within 30 days of the new parliament starting work, and appoint a 
new government in the next 30 days. 

The new parliament is expected to open its first session in the middle of 
May 

Coalition talks were launched immediately after the vote, but have largely 
stalled over who should be prime minister, as well as opposition from 
Tymoshenko and the Socialists to contacts with the pro-Russian Party of 
Regions, which won the ballot to take 186 seats and is led by former 
presidential candidate Viktor Yanukovych. 


CIS keeps Ukraine famine off agenda 


(RFE/RL/RIAN)—The foreign ministers of former Soviet republics 
meeting in Moscow on April 19 declined to discuss a Ukrainian request to 
recognize the famine of the 1930s as genocide. 

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Borys Tarasyuk had asked his counterparts 
from the Commonwealth of Independent States to put the question on the 
agenda of their meeting. 

Tarasyuk said the request was rejected by Russia and four other nations 
(Belarus, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, and Kyrgyzstan), while Georgia, Moldova, 
and Azerbaijan supported it. The others — Armenia, Kazakhstan, and 
Turkmenistan — abstained. 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said there was no consensus on 
the issue. He said that “the consequences of Soviet-era collectivization 
must be examined by historians.” 

Last year, President Viktor Yushchenko called on the UN to recognize 
Holodomor as genocide and thanked the countries that had already done 
so for help in “breaking the conspiracy of silence.” 

Soviet dictator Josef Stalin provoked what the Ukrainians call the Great 
Famine in 1932-33, which killed up to 10 million, as part of his campaign 
to force peasants to give up their land and join collective farms. 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
Programming Assistant 


The Ukrainian Canadian Congress is searching for a programming assistant to work at its 
Winnipeg Head Office. 


Reporting to the Executive Director, the successful candidate would coordinate and oversee 
administrative and programming duties including the provision of varied and complex office 
duties; program development and execution, communications and support of UCC Board and 
its committees. 


The Ukrainian Canadian Congress is a non-profit community organization that represents the 
interest of the Ukrainian Canadian community both in Canada and in Ukraine. With branches 
and member organizations throughout Canada, the UCC offers an exciting opportunity for pro- 
fessional development while making a positive impact on Ukrainian Canadian community life. 
The successful candidate will have an excellent opportunity to work in a dynamic and constantly 
changing work atmosphere with a national and international scope by providing support to com- 
munity advocacy and community development projects. 


Qualifications 


- Knowledge of Ukrainian Canadian organized community life and the Ukrainian 
cultural experience in Canada; 

- Ability to develop innovative and practical solutions to community-based challenges; 

Knowledge of Federal government organizational structure and functioning; — 

« Exemplary client satisfaction skills, including dealing effectively with the public, 

UCC volunteers and UCC staff, both in person and over the telephone; 

Commitment to teamwork and developing consensus; 


Strong organizational skills, the ability to multi-task and balance conilicting priorities; 
Proper English and Ukrainian language usage, spelling, grammar, and punctuation; 
Computer applications related to the work (MS Office). 


Education and Ехретепсе: 


The successful candidate would hold a Bachelor’s degree in a field related to community devel- 
opment, Ukrainian studies or business/public administration and three years of office adminis- 
trative, supervisory or lead experience in the area of community development; or an equivalent 
combination of education and experience sufficient to successfully perform the essential duties 
of the job as listed above. 


Please email your cover letter and resume in confidence to: 


ostap.skrypnyk@ucc.ca by May 31, 2006 


We thank all applicants for their interest, 
but, only those selected for an interview will be contacted. 
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Let’s use our political 
opportunities 


Both Kennedy and Stelmach will be effective 


leaders in their respective jurisdictions 


Members of our community across Canada will have a unique opportu- 
nity to influence the future direction of our country and our own 
community’s role within it this year. 

For those of us who live in Alberta, this opportunity will come in doubles. 

That’s because two Canadians of Ukrainian origin have announced their 
intention to seek the leadership of their parties in their respective jurisdic- 
tions. Former Ontario Education Minister Gerard Kennedy is running for 
the leadership of the Liberal Party of Canada, while former Alberta Inter- 
national and Intergovernmental Affairs Minister Ed Stelmach, has thrown 
his hat into the ring for the leadership of the Alberta Progressive Conser- 
vative Party. 

There are many similarities between the two. Ed Stelmach’s grandfa- 
ther, Mykola Stelmach, was one of the first Ukrainian pioneers to settle 
the Andrew-Mundare region of Alberta in 1898. Gerard Kennedy’s great 
grandfather, Wasyl Shemanski, was one of the first Ukrainian pioneers to 
settle the Ethelbert-Dauphin area of Manitoba in 1897. Both represent 
constituencies with large Ukrainian Canadian populations, both maintain 
strong connections with the Ukrainian community, and both are not only 
familiar with the issues that affect our community, but serve as strong 
advocates for our interests where these issues are concerned. 

This newspaper has always stressed the need to elect capable individu- 
als who will effectively represent the interests of our community regard- 
less of their political affiliation. 

That’s why, in the past, we have endorsed individual candidates from 
all three major national parties — both on the federal and on the provin- 
cial levels. 

It is for the same reason that we are endorsing both Gerard Kennedy 
and Ed Stelmach for their respective jurisdictions. Some people may think 
it is contradictory to endorse a federal Liberal and provincial Progressive 
Conservative in the same breath, but if one puts the individual ahead of 
the party, no such contradiction is present. As well, one can hold a mem- 
bership in one given federal party and another in an opposing provincial 
one. Therefore there is no legal obstacle as far as that aspect is concerned. 

Both leadership races should be running more, or les concurrently. The 
dates for the Liberal race have already been set and the leadership will be 
decided at a convention held in Montreal, Noy. 29 — Dec. 3. No date has 
been set for the Alberta leadership, but it is also expected to be held around 

that time. 

The procedure in both these races is quite different, however. Delegates 
to the Liberal leadership race will be elected by members of the party at 
individual riding conventions held across the country Sept. 29 to Oct. 1. 
Each of the 308 federal riding associations will elect 14 delegates (4312 
in total) who will be joined by 850 ex-officio ones. This actually benefits 
members in western Canada. It will take a lot less votes to elect the 14 
delegates from a rural Alberta riding where the only thing that protects 
Liberals from extinction are the Game Laws, than it will in the City of 
Toronto where hundreds, even thousands may pack conventions that will, 
quite likely, become rather heated affairs. 

The Alberta Progressive Conservative leadership race is going to be a 
much different affair because every member will have one vote. It is not 
our purpose to debate whether one system is better than the other, but 
simply to point out that this is the way it is and this is how our community 
can exercise its political clou 70 its best advantage. In both cases you 
must first become a member о; that party organization to cast a ballot. 
And again we stress — there is nothing preventing you from being a mem- 
ber of one provincial party and another federal one. 

We will be providing more information about these candidates to our 
readers as these races develop, but in the meantime, we want our readers 
to know that they have a unique opportunity to influence the political 
process on both levels. Use that opportunity. 
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CIS split at ministerial conference 
Tarasyuk steps into regional leadership’s role 


(Jamestown Foundation)— The meeting of ministers 
of foreign affairs of the Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States member countries, held on April 21 in Mos- 
cow, exposed a profound split in the organization. 
Ukraine, Moldova, Georgia, and Azerbaijan formed a 
common front on issues of shared concern, opposing 
Russian policies directed against their interests. The four 
countries are members of the GUAM group, though they 
did not act in that capacity at the conference. 

The Ukrainian delegation, led by Minister of For- 
eign Affairs Borys Tarasyuk, led this group of inde- 
pendent-minded countries in the debate on most eco- 
nomic and political issues of concern to them. Russia, 
with the support of loyalist or neutralist countries whose 
interests are not involved in those issues, rejected the 
four countries’ initiatives with a high-handedness that 
can only exacerbate the differences at upcoming high- 
level CIS meetings. 

Georgia and Moldova submitted separately prepared 
statements about Russia’s ban on imports of their wines 
and other agricultural products on the Russian market. 
Describing the ban as politically motivated, abusive, 
and unwarranted, the statements underscored the “mas- 
sive economic damage” inflicted on the two countries. 
Georgia and Moldova regard the ban as an “unfriendly 
action” by the Russian government, are asking the 
Russian government for explanations, and are challeng- 
ing the Russian agencies involved — mainly the Con- 
sumer Protection Inspectorate — to show cause for this 
action. The Ukrainian delegation lodged its own com- 
plaint about recent Russian restrictions on the import 
of a wide range of Ukrainian agricultural products on 
the Russian market. 

Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs Sergei Lavrov 
handled those grievances at the concluding press brief- 
ing with a dismissive reference to “some kind of dec- 
larations” made during the conference. He warned by 
Georgia and Moldova against “politicizing” the issue, 
as this “will not facilitate a solution.” Russia takes the 
position that the issue should be discussed at the level 
of technical agencies. Thus, Moscow seeks to evade 
political responsibility for a measure undoubtedly or- 
dered by high political authorities. Georgia, Moldova, 
and Ukraine intend to raise the issue again at the up- 
coming CIS meetings of prime ministers (May 25) and 
of the heads of state shortly thereafter. 

The Russian side also blocked Ukraine’s proposal to 
discuss the creation of a CIS Free Trade Zone at the 
conference. The proposal, nominally endorsed by Rus- 
sia as well, is almost a decade old and no member coun- 
try seriously expects Russia to actually implement it. 
In Ukraine, however, the proposal has become topical 
again in connection with the Russia-planned Single 
Economic Space (Russia-Belarus-Kazakhstan, with 
Ukraine invited to become a member). Some groups in 
Ukraine (not only within the Party of Regions) want 
the country to join the Single Economic Space in one 
form or another — a move that would compromise 
Ukraine’s European aspirations. On the other hand, 


(UkrNews) — Senator Raynell Andreychuk marked 
the 20" anniversary of Chornobyl in Canada’s upper 
chamber April 26. 

“Exactly 20 years ago today, in the early morning 
of April 26, 1986, a safety test error at the Chornobyl 
nuclear power plant in Pripyat, Ukraine, caused reac- 
tor No. 4 to explode,” she stated. 

“The resulting fire raged out of control for 10 days, 
sending a thick plume of radiation across Ukraine, 
Belarus and northern Europe. Traces of radioactivity 
eventually spread throughout the northern hemisphere, 
changing the lives of millions of people forever, yet 
the Minister of Power for the Ukraine Soviet Socialist 
Republic had stated in February 1986: 

“The odds of a meltdown are one in ten thousand 
years. The plants have safe and reliable controls that 
are protected from any breakdown with three safety 
systems. 

“Yet, it happened on April 26, 1986. Immediately, 
firefighters and others sacrificed their lives to put out 
the fire, to clean up the contaminated soil and to pour 
a concrete sarcophagus over the damaged reactor. 
Chornoby] and its neighbouring settlements were 
evacuated and a permanent 30-kilometre exclusion 
zone was established around the plant. 

“Over the ensuing years, the number of illnesses and 
deaths attributed to Chornoby] has been estimated at 
reaching or exceeding one million. The Soviet authori- 
ties at first denied this disaster, and we will never know 
the untold harm created by this silence and the lack of 
concern for citizens above political expediency. 

“When I think of Срогпобу!, I think of children, chil- 


Ukrainian proponents of integration with the European 
Union cite the proposal for a CIS Free Trade Zone as 
potentially advantageous to Ukraine as well as com- 
patible with the country’s progress toward the EU. 
However, Ukrainian attempts to discuss the free-trade 
proposal with Moscow shatter against the resistance of 
Russian protectionist interests. Thus, the Moscow con- 
ference strengthened the view that the CIS is, at best, 
useless to member countries generally and, at worst, 
actually detrimental to their interests. 

A proposal to discuss the “frozen conflicts” at the 
conference was also blocked by the Russian side. 
Ukraine took the lead in submitting this proposal with 
the support of Moldova, Georgia, and Azerbaijan. The 
obstruction by Moscow and its allies will strengthen 
the case for internationalization of the existing "реасе- 
keeping” and negotiating frameworks on Transnistria, 
Abkhazia, and South Ossetia, as well as underscoring 
the value of American efforts to settle the Karabakh 
conflict. 

Ukraine asked the conference to prepare a proposal 
for the upcoming CIS summit to express its attitude to 
the 1930-33 famine and genocide in Ukraine (the 
Holodomor). However, the Russian side orchestrated 
a procedural move that eliminated the proposal from 
the agenda. Belarus, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, and 
Tajikistan voted with Russia against the proposal. Ar- 
menia, Turkmenistan, and Kazakhstan abstained. 
Moldova, Georgia, and Azerbaijan voted with Ukraine. 

According to Lavrov at the concluding briefing, dis- 
cussion of the Holodomor would have “politicized” a 
historical issue. Lavrov argued — as Russian Ambas- 
sador Viktor Chernomyrdin also did in Kyiv — that 
Russians and other Soviet citizens suffered equally in 
Soviet times and it would therefore be inappropriate to 
single out any people in this regard. 

This argument is heard regularly from Moscow about 
the Baltic states as well: “It was a common pain in the 
Soviet Union.” Such an argument constitutes the ulti- 
mate expression of a social culture of collectivism. It 
also overlooks, first, the fact that Moscow organized 
the famine and deportations in Ukraine, the Baltic states 
and elsewhere; and, second, that the Kremlin today is 
actively discouraging the attempts to come to terms 
with Soviet Russia’s own totalitarian recent history. 
While refusing to assess the actions of the Soviet re- 
gime, Russia at the same time claims prerogatives as 
the legal successor of the USSR. 

The Moscow conference was to have discussed a CIS 
Executive Committee report on implementing decisions 
on CIS reform, adopted by the heads of state at the 
August 2005 summit in Astana. A corresponding Rus- 
sian proposal envisaged setting up a high-level group 
on “measures to enhance the effectiveness of the CIS.” 
Neither initiative was mentioned after the conference. 
In his conclusions, Tarasyuk was scathing about the 
CIS: “not a normal international organization,” “unre- 
sponsive to situations that are most sensitive to mem- 
ber states,” “useless,” and “has no future.” 


Andreychuk marks Chornobyl anniversary in Senate 


dren who have been orphaned as a result of this trag- 
edy or children who suffer health issues yet to be fully 
understood. What is known is that many children suf- 
fered and continue to suffer from radiation fallout, es- 
pecially cancer of the thyroid. 

“Tt is troublesome to note that the risks still exist, 
that the hastily constructed sarcophagus could collapse, 
releasing further radioactive dust into the atmosphere. 

“Honourable senators, while Ukraine and its 
neighbours suffered the brunt of this disaster, it is a 
world responsibility to ensure that we continue to raise 
awareness about the Chornoby] disaster, that we con- 
tinue to support the direct victims of the disaster and 
that we ensure that the world does not suffer another 
Chornobyl. 

“Ukraine, as it struggles to create a full and vibrant 
democracy, requires Canada’s attention and involve- 
ment. I honour those Canadians who have responded 
by dedicating their resources, homes and compassion 
for the children of Chornoby], as I laud also the Cana- 
dian government’s commitment of $8 million, bring- 
ing the total commitment for Chornobyl-related 
projects to $66.2 million. 

“Therefore, honourable senators, I urge you to be 
present this evening on Parliament Hill, at six o’clock, 
to participate in the commemorative program for the 
twentieth anniversary of Chornobyl undertaken by 
various organizations that continue to work with dedi- 
cation with the children of Спогпобу! and the citizens 
of the Ukraine and that also work to ensure that the 
Chornoby] disaster does not repeat,” concluded Sen. 
Andreychuk. 
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Ukraine to build 
$1 bln Chornobyl cover 


(Ukrainian Journal)— Ukraine will probably begin 
within the next three months construction of the $1 bil- 
lion state-of-the-art cover over the damaged reactor at 
Срогпобу! nuclear power plant, President Viktor 
Yushchenko said April 24. 

The move would end a six-year international fund 
raising effort and selection of design to make sure the 
cover is able to withstand pressures protecting the en- 
vironment for the next 100 years. 

“T believe within the next several months the project 
on the shelter construction will be opened,” Yushchenko 
said after meeting ambassadors from the world’s rich- 
est nations and Russia. 

The donor nations, including the U.S., Britain, 
Canada, France, Germany, Italy and Japan, joined by 
Russia, have pledged to provide a total of about $1 bil- 
lion for the cover at three separate international con- 
ferences. 

The money, raised by the donors, is channeled to a 
special fund, known as the Shelter Implementation 
Project, which is managed by the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development. 

The cover is supposed to be built over the existing 
one that had been hastily erected to cover the Chornobyl] 
reactor shortly after its explosion on April 26, 1986. 

The need for the new cover becomes a pressing mat- 
ter as local scientists have suggested the lifespan of the 
original cover may be nearing its end. Should the cover 
become unstable and collapse, it would have a devas- 
tating impact on Europe’s environment, the scientists 
have warned. 

Under pressure from world leaders, Ukraine shut 
down Chornobyl Nuclear Power Plant in December 
2000. 


However, the financing delays over the past five years 
and other problems, including delays in selection of 
the final design of the shelter, postponed the construc- 
tion indefinitely. 

“Tt’s worth to mention that further delays of joint ef- 
forts may cost the entire continent too dearly,” 
Yushchenko said. 

Yushchenko addressed an international meeting in 
Kyiv on April 24 focusing on turning Chornoby] nuclear 
power plant into an environmentally clean area. 

Meanwhile, fund raising efforts will probably not stop 
there as Ukraine has called on the donors to seek ways 
to rehabilitate the areas around the Chornobyl and to 
minimize its impact on healthcare. 

ЧІ call for the new international donor conference on 
Chornoby] problems that would outline the strategy of 
joint actions to overcome the catastrophe,” Yushchenko 
said. “I call on the Council of Europe and the United 
Nations to support this initiative.” 

The plan for the new fund raising campaign was an- 
nounced days after the government had estimated the 
Срогпобу! catastrophe would probably cost Ukraine а 
total of $170 billion between 1986 and 2015. 

Over the past 20 years, Ukraine directly spent al- 
most $15 billion, mostly for the cleanup operation and 
for the relocation of hundreds of thousands of people 
from the 30-km exclusion zone, according to the gov- 
ernment. 

“The global scale of the Chornobyl tragedy doesn’t 
recognize national borders,” Yushchenko said. “It con- 
vinces us that all opportunities of international coop- 
eration must be used to solve a great number of prob- 
lems that we face and that will undoubtedly face in the 
future.” \ 


Chornobyl produced political fallout 


By Jan Maksymiuk 

(RFE/RL) - Since 1986, learning the truth about the 
world’s worst nuclear disaster has been more than a 
humanitarian and a health issue; it has also been a po- 
litical challenge. 

The Chornobyl explosion is often linked to the dis- 
integration of the Soviet Union. It also had dramatic 
political consequences in the republics of Belarus, 
Ukraine, and Russia. 

The Chornobyl blast proved to be a crucial test for 
the Soviet government’s new policy of glasnost, or 
openness — one that it failed in horrific fashion. Citi- 
zens were denied accurate information on the danger 
and scale of what happened not only in the crucial first 
days and weeks after the accident, but also in subse- 
quent years. 

For example, it emerged only in 1989 that nearly one- 
quarter of Belarus, which absorbed some 60 percent of 
the Chornoby] fallout, was significantly contaminated. 

Former Ukrainian diplomat Yuriy Shcherbak wrote 
a documentary book оп the Chornoby] accident as early 
as 1987, in an attempt to provide readers with more 
insight than they could get from the government. 
Shcherbak told RFE/RL in a recent interview that the 
suppression of accurate information about Chornobyl 
by the Gorbachey-era Soviet government helped in- 
crease the divide between the state and Soviet society. 

“The mendacious propaganda, the lack of reliable 
information [about Chornobyl] had affected millions 
of people, particularly in Ukraine, to such an extent 
that those people lost the rest of their faith in what 
Gorbachev was saying about perestroika, glasnost, and 
so on,” Shcherbak said. 

On the Ukrainian political scene, the catastrophe also 
launched a new type of realpolitik. Shcherbak asserts 
that the Chornobyl catastrophe was largely responsible 
for the readiness with which the Ukrainian parliament 
signed on to the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty after 
gaining independence. The decision effectively obliged 
the fledgling state to destroy or return to Russia all 
nuclear weapons on its territory. 

Shcherbak believes that since the closure of the 
plant’s last reactor in 2000, Chornobyl has ceased to 
be a major political issue in Ukraine, but he does be- 
lieve it will continue to impact government decisions 
in the nuclear-energy sphere. He said Ukraine should 
never forget the potential hazards of operating its 15 
nuclear reactors at four power plants. 

“We should proceed from the premise that we will 
have to live side by side with risk. We are taking a risk. 
And we should be taking a reasonable risk, not the one 
that might lead, God forbid, to a new Chornobyl-type 
catastrophe. We should enhance the safety of reactors,” 
Shcherbak said. 


Belarus does not have any nuclear power plants and 
is not planning to build any in the near future. The 
Chornobyl aftermath seems to persist in the country 
not only as a grave environmental issue but also a po- 
litical one. 

Viktor Ivashkevich, deputy head of the opposition 
Belarusian Popular Front, has argued that the authori- 
tarian regime of President Alyaksandr Lukashenka 
treats Chornobyl-related issues in pretty much the same 
way the Soviet-era government did 20 years ago, that 
the “authorities show no consideration whatsoever for 
people, hide all problems, and broadcast mendacious 
propaganda, while the population is shrinking.” 

Belarus adopted a long-term program for dealing with 
the Chornobyl consequences in 1990. Ivashkevich said 
the Lukashenka government has backed down on some 
important measures envisioned by that program. 

In particular, [vashkevich said the government abol- 
ished checks for the radioactivity of food-products at 
most shops and markets, except for some major food 
retailers. But he doesn’t believe the checks stopped 
because there was nothing to find. 

“Food products are grown in areas where radioac- 
tivity exceeds 15 curies per square kilometer. Then these 
contaminated products are mixed with pure ones to 
obtain products of medium purity, and subsequently 
they are shipped to all of Belarus,” he noted. 

Since 1989, the Belarusian opposition has managed 
to organize a “Chornobyl Way” march almost every 
year. Participants march to commemorate the 
Chornobyl! anniversary and raise public awareness 
about unresolved problems related to the disaster. 

Vladimir Chuprov, a chief nuclear-energy expert at 
Greenpeace Russia, believes the lasting consequences 
of Chornoby] in Russia are evident mainly in the envi- 
ronmental and social spheres. 

Chuprov said recent demonstrations in Russia orga- 
nized by people concerned with the environmental situ- 
ation of Lake Baikal are a result of the higher environ- 
mental awareness in the country following the 
Chornobyl disaster. He noted that the protests over the 
state of the lake could also have political consequences. 

“People come to demonstrate not with economic de- 
mands, but ecological ones,” he said. “It is an indicator 
that the population is beginning to amass discontent 
that may result in political passions.” 

Popular discontent and ecological demands already 
led to political demonstrations in Kazakhstan in 1986, 
in Armenia in 1988, and in Georgia in 1989. A new 
wave of demonstrations organized around the same 
lines could have resonance in Belarus, Ukraine, and 
Russia. 

(Irena Chalupa from RFE/RL's Ukrainian Service con- 
tributed to this report.) 
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Canada announces 
additional $8 mln 
for Chornoby] shelter 


(UkrNews)— Foreign Affairs Minister Peter MacKay on April 25 an- 
nounced an $8-million additional contribution to the shelter at the 
Срогпобу! nuclear power plant in Ukraine. The announcement was made 
on the eve of the 20th anniversary of the Chornobyl nuclear accident. 

“On behalf of all Canadians, I would like to reiterate our commitment 
to the people of Ukraine and neighbouring countries on the anniversary of 
this great tragedy, and in particular to the families affected by the Chornobyl] 
accident throughout the region,” said Minister MacKay in a press release 
issued by the government. 

“Canada will continue to support Ukraine as it copes with the effects of 
the world’s worst nuclear accident,” the Minister added. “The funding 
announced today will help complete the concrete shelter covering the dam- 
aged reactor. Our contribution will have a very positive impact on the 


‘environment by reducing the amount of radiation levels in the region.” 


This contribution is part of Canada’s commitment to the Global Part- 
nership against the Spread of Weapons and Materials of Mass Destruc- 
tion, launched by the G8 in 2002 under Canada’s leadership. The Global 
Partnership addresses a number of non-proliferation, disarmament, 
counterterrorism and nuclear safety issues, particularly in Russia, Ukraine 
and other countries of the former Soviet Union. 

This new funding brings Canada’s total contribution to Chornobyl-re- 
lated projects to $66.2 million. 
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Speech from the Throne states Government’s priorities 

On Tuesday, April 4" Canada’s new Conservative government de- 
livered its first Speech from the Throne outlining the Five Priorities 
that Canadians from every part of the country supported during the 
recent federal election. 

The first priority of Canada’s new Conservative government is to 
introduce the Federal Accountability Act. This new І: 7" will restore 
the principle that government should serve the public interest, not per- 
sonal interests. 

Secondly, Canada’s Conservative government will reduce taxes — 
starting with the GST. Our plan calls for the GST to be dropped from 
7% to 6% immediately, and eventually to 5%. It’s meaningful tax re- 
lief for all Canadians. 

Canadians are worried about the availability of health care services. 
That’s why Canada’s new government will negotiate patient wait time 
guarantees with the provinces — so Canadians finally start to receive 
essential medical treatment within clinically acceptable waiting times. 

Fourthly, Canada’s new Conservative government will deliver with 
a truly universal childcare plan that assists every family with children 
under six years old with $1,200 annually. At the same time, we will | 
introduce incentives for businesses, non-profit and community-based- 
organizations to add 125,000 new childcare spaces. 

And our plan respects the fact that parents — not governments — are 
best at making decisions about how to care for their kids. 

Finally, Canadians deserve to feel safe in their homes, on their streets 
and in their communities and no longer want the well being of crimi- 
nals to be above that of good, honest, law-abiding Canadians. Begin- 
ning with the Speech from the Throne, those days of “hug a thug” are 
gone. 

Accountability, cutting the GST, a patient wait time guarantee, choice 
in child care and getting tough on crime — these are the priorities Cana- 
dians voted for and they are the priorities of Canada’s new Conserva- 
tive government. 

We welcome your comments or concerns. 


a ES 


495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 


Participants of the Balwin School Dance-a-thon 


Balwin students hold Dance-a-thon for Children of Chornobyl 


By Tanya Pacholok and Jessica Derewlanka 

April 29, the Ukrainian International Bilingual Students of 
Balwin School led by their teacher, Luba Eshenko, organized 
and hosted a very successful Dance-a-thon. 

This event took place in the school gymnasium from 6:30- 
11:30 p.m. All Junior and Senior High Ukrainian Bilingual Stu- 
dents and their friends were invited to participate in this event. 
All participants raised a minimum of $50.00 to donate to 


a Да СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
wwe UKRAINIAN CANADIAN 5ОСІАЮ'5ЕВМІСЄЕ5 


11217 -97 St. Edmonton, AB T5G 13 
Phis 471-4477 Fax: 477-0617 E-mail:uess @telusplanet:net 


ССУК - це добродійна, громадська установа, яка постачає 
суспільні послуги серед української громади 

UCSS - anon-profit organization, responding to the needs and 
interest of the Ukrainian Community 


UCSS is providing various services: 
e counselling and advice 
e information, referral 
¢ translation and interpretation 
e assistance to seniors and new immigrants 
e parcels and money delivered to Ukraine 


— ЗНМ | 


10224 - 174 Ave 
Edmonton,Alberta Т5Х 5W5 
780-415-5633 
Toll free 1-877-353-5633 
www.tourukraine.com 
Email:rjstours@shawbiz.ca 


WHERE YOUR PERFECT VACATION BEGINS 


R.J,’s Tours 


| We specialize in escorted group tours & individual 
travel services to & within Ukraine, we have our 

own English speaking staff in Ukraine 
October 8 - 19, 2006 - Our annual Country Music Tour to 


Nashville, Branson, Memphis and Dollywood. 
Escorted by R.J. Tomkins. 


November 27 to December 4, 2006 - Our 2nd annual 
Christmas Country Tour to Nashville & Branson - Country & 
Christmas Music and all the decorations!!! 


February 8 - 23, 2007 - Our 2nd annual all-inclusive tour to 
Huatulco, Mexico. 5 Star accommodation at the beautiful Gala 
Resort. Limited availability! 


February 26 - March 12, 2007 - Our annual all-inclusive group 
tour to Varadero Beach, Cuba with 5 star accommodation at 
the Barcelo Solymar. 


March 9 - 29, 2007 - Discover South America for 21 days with 
R.J.'s Tours. 


10224 - 174 Ave, 
Edmonton, Alberta Т5Х 5W5 


Robert J. Tomkins Ukrainian "Zabava" program 
can be heard on Winnipeg's 810 CKJS. 
Thur. and Fri. 8-9 pm., Sat. 5-6 pm and Sunday on 
Edmonton's 790 CFCW from 7-9 pm. 

Also on the internet anytime 
Go to www.tourukraine.com & click on "Zabava Show" 


R.J.'s Tours Ltd 


“Where your perfect vacation begins” 


the Children of Chornobyl Canadian Fund. All funds went 
towards helping the lives of children in Ukraine affected by 
the СВогпобу! nuclear tragedy. 

A total of 52 students participated as dancers, while a few 
others contributed their donations although they were unable 
to attend the dance. Altogether a total of $7 100 was raised! 

Roman Brytan from 101.7 World FM was the extra-ordi- 
nary D.J. who volunteered many hours of his time to provide 
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this fund-raiser with music. Many parents also volunteered 
with the event and several businesses provided prizes, drinks 
and snacks for the participants. 

As acommunity of students, these teenagers came together 
and helped the lives of those children less fortunate than them- 
selves. This Dance-a-thon showed a remarkable thing: chil- 
dren helping children. Everyone who participated unani- 
mously agreed it was a wonderful night to remember 


Vesna Krasna - a celebration of Ukrainian art 


(Bottomline Productions The Muttart Conservatory, 
in conjunction with the Alberta Council for the Ukrai- 
nian Arts (ACUA), presents Vesna Krasna, A Celebra- 
tion of Ukrainian Art in honour of ACUA’s 20th Anni- 
versary year. Vesna Krasna runs April 7 - June 4 at the 
Muttart Conservatory (9626-96A St.) Admission is 
$7.75 for adults, $6.75 for students/seniors, $4.25 for 
children (children under the age of two years old are 
free) and $24.25 for a family pass. 

The Muttart Conservatory will host a variety of per- 
formers, artists and presentations, showcasing the best in 
Ukrainian folk-art from the province. Saturday and Sun- 
day afternoons come alive with choral concerts, pysanka 
demonstrations, traditional weaving, dancing and more. 

A highlight of Vesna Krasna is a celebration of the ac- 
tive Ukrainian visual arts community in Alberta. Larisa 
Sembaliuk, Marianna Savaryn, Valeriy Semenko, and 
Chester & Luba Kuc have presented, or will present works 
that include vibrant heritage paintings, iconography, col- 
lage work, historical pieces, intricately embroidered petit 
poit and kylymy (hobeiln tapestries.) 

Among some of the upcoming events are: May 14, 
1pm - 1:30 pm: Namisha and Jonathon Hlus will per- 
form duets and solos on tsymbaly, flute & voice; May 
21, 12 pm - 4 pm: Sally Patricia Collection will dis- 
play porcelain dolls dressed in authentic Ukrainian 
costuming, cross-stitch demonstration by Sally 
Trefanenko; May 21, 1 pm - 1:30 pm: Tsymbalist dem- 
onstration by Misty Lewandiwski; May 27 to June 3, 9 
am - 5:30pm weekdays; 11am - 5:30pm weekends: Stu- 
dents of the Ukrainian Bilingual Program in Sherwood 
Park, “sunflowers” watercolour display following art- 
ist-in-residence program with Larisa Sembaliuk- 


Ukrainian art displays at A 


Cheladyn. June 4, 12pm - 4 pm: St. Matthew Ukrai- 
nian Bilingual Program display of pysanky, weaving 
and embroidery projects; June 4, 2pm - 2:30 pm: Cho- 
ral performance by the Verkhovyna Choir. 

Among the Visual Arts Exhibits: 

May 5 to May 18: Valeriy Semenko, a graphic de- 
signer and visual artist from Chernivtsi. After graduat- 
ing from the Ukrainian Academy of Polygraphy, Valeriy 
embarked on a career in Art Direction for publishing 
houses and advertising firms in his homeland. He is 
presenting a wide range of work including landscape, 
still life, historical and collage pieces. 

May 19 to June 2: Chester & Luba Kuc, well known 
for their involvement and contribution to the Ukrai- 
nian arts internationally as the founders of the Ukrai- 
nian Shumka Dancers and the Ukrainian Cheremosh 
Dance Ensemble, are presenting a selection of their in- 
tricately embroidered petit poit pictures on Ukrainian 
themes, along with kylymy (hobeiln tapestries) by cel- 
ebrated Ukrainian artist Mykhailo Bilas. 

ACUA, founded in 1986, is a provincial organiza- 
tion dedicated to the celebration of all genres of the 
Ukrainian arts. Over the past 20 years ACUA has fos- 
tered the growth and awareness of Ukrainian art in the 
province and is excited to partner with the Muttart 
Conservatory to offer a program of engaging Ukrai- 
nian artists in celebration of their anniversary. 

The Muttart Conservatory is Edmonton’s premier 
horticultural attraction and features more than 700 spe- 
cies of plants in arid, temperate and tropical climates. 
Enjoy the beauty of nature along side the beauty of 
Ukrainian folk-art at Vesna Krasna. For more informa- 
tion call 780.496.8755 or visit www.edmonton.ca. 


“ed dig, 


СПА з “Vesna Ктазпа". 
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ALL PHOTOS — ROMAN PETRIW 


Above: Ukrainian Orthodox Metropolitan John (centre), flanked by clergy from both the Ukrainian 
Othodox and Ukrainian Catholic Churches, conducts the Prayer Service. Right: Delwood School Grade 5 


student Sarah Wojtiw holds a candle to victims of the Chornobyl disaster. 


Candlelight vigil highlights 
Chornobyl commemoration 


(UkrNews)—Close to 500 people 
attended a commemoration of the 
20" anniversary of the Chornobyl 
disaster at the Edmonton’s City Hall 
which culminated in an outdoor 
candlelight vigil, June 26. 

Approximately 60 local children 
be gathered in the shape of a “20” 
with candles in hand for a moment 
of silence at the conclusion of the 
commemoration, organized by the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress, 
Edmonton Branch. 

In his keynote address, Dr. 
Bohdan Harasymiw, professor 
emeritus of the University of 
Calgary stated there are many les- 
sons to be learned from Chornobyl 
among which “we need more infor- 
mation, to ask more questions, to 
have more discussion, and to expect 
more disclosure.” 

“There may even be a lesson for 
oil-rich Alberta. We might think 
about our own future, although I re- 
alize that planning and thinking 
about the future is not part of the 
province’s tradition. When the oil 
sands run out, after they’ve been 
bought by the Chinese and had the 
last drop wrung out of them, will we, 
too, embrace nuclear power? Or can 
we skip the nuclear stage?” he que- 
ried. 

Dr. Harasymiw said the discus- 
sion surrounding Chornobyl! has 
become “distinctly and perhaps ir- 
reconcilably polarized.” 

On one side the International 
Atomic Energy Agency issued a re- 
port downplaying the effects of the 
Chornobyl disaster, while on the 
other side are those who insist that 
nuclear power stations are more ex- 
pensive to build, even if the elec- 
tricity they supply is cheaper, and 
that the problem of the disposal or 
recycling of spent nuclear fuel and 
waste has not been seriously ad- 
dressed. (See also “Greenpeace says 
effects of Chornobyl grossly under- 
estimated”, Ukrainian News, April 
19-May 2, 2006.). 

He said that Ukraine’s Ministry of 
Health reports that already 500,000 
people have died in the period 1987- 
2004 and least another 4,000, and 
perhaps as many as 93,000 addi- 

_ tional cancer deaths are expected as 
- aresult of exposure to the extra ra- 
diation. The Ministry of Health of 
Ukraine reports that already 500,000 
people have died in the period 1987- 


Dr. Bohdan Harasymiw 


2004. 

“As the radioactive elements re- 
leased by the explosion, and which 
continue to leak from the power sta- 
tion, decay — some with a half-life 
of 8 days, others with a half-life of 
thirty years, and still others with a 
half-life of thousands of years — the 
disaster of Chornoby] will continue 
to haunt the people in the affected 
areas for centuries to come.” 

The “sarcophagus” currently en- 
casing the stricken number 4 reac- 
tor is decaying due to the elements 
and a new structure is expected to 
be in place by 2010, “but its lifespan 
is only supposed to be 100 years, so 
future generations — and especially 
their engineers — will still have to 
deal with the danger emanating from 
the ruined power station.” 

Representing the provincial gov- 
ernment, Education Minister Gene 
Zwozdesky said the consequences 
of Chornobyl! will last for another 
400-500 years. 

“We are concerned of course and 
we pray for those who were inno- 
cently taken by this nuclear reactor 
accident. We are equally grieved by 
those who continue to suffer from 
injuries and from other related inju- 
ries. We are concerned about the 
land and how it is to be remediated 
for future generations,” he added. 

Edmonton Mayor Stephen 
Mandel read a proclamation issued 
by the City and said that “we are 
here to help commemorate such a 
horrific event but to also... ensure 
that it doesn’t happen again.” 

The federal government was rep- 
resented by Lorraine Goldring, wife 
of Edmonton East MP Peter 


Goldring, who attended the candle- 
light vigil commemorative cer- 
emony at Parliament Hill’s Centen- 
nial Flame in\Ottawa. 

Goldring issued a statement in 
which he said the “Chornobyl 
nuclear disaster was indeed a calam- 
ity of vast proportions.” 

“Not only did the initial accident 


| cause immediate death and contami- 


nation to local residents but the 
nuclear fallout spread throughout 
Europe and around the world. Fur- 
thermore, the affects of that radio- 
active contamination continue to 
cause death and sickness today, pro- 
ducing a profound need for long- 
term health care,” he added. 

The commemoration began with 
an honour-guard procession from 
the Edmonton Fire, Police and 
Emergency Response teams, fol- 
lowed by an ecumenical memorial 
Service (Panakhyda) with responses 
by the Ukrainian Male Chorus of 
Edmonton and members of the 
“Scola Cantorum” Basilian Students 
and Associates 

Ukrainian Bilingual Program stu- 
dents from Delwood and Balwin Pub- 
lic and St. Matthew Catholic schools 
performed “Zhuravli (Chuiesh brate 
mij)”, conducted by Lileia Wolansky 
and Sam Kostiuk, and the Cantilon 
Choir, conducted by Heather Johnson 
sang “Amazing Grace”. 

Audio visual presentations in- 
cluded: “Ghost Town” and “The 
Legacy of Chornoby!”. 

There was also a presentation of 
a youth fund-raising project for the 
Children of Chornobyl Canadian 
Fund and a performance by the 
Ukrainian Male Chorus, conducted 
by Greg Maluzhynsky 

Masters of ceremonies were 
Andriy Hladyshevsky and Liliya 
Sukhy. 

As well, the Edmonton Branch of 
the UCC organized a two-day Art 
Exhibition and Sale in the foyer of 
Commerce Place, April 26-27, in 
collaboration with the PRO’s Art 
School of Edmonton and Gene 
Prokop. 

Participating artists include Iryna 
Karpenko, Oksana Movchan, and 
Valeriy Semenko. 

All proceeds went to the Children 
ої Срогпобу! Canadian fund, a reg- 
istered charitable organization, es- 
tablished in 1989 to provide humani- 
tarian aid to victims of the disaster. 
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Free Dance 
Classes 


Vinok Worldance is offering 
FREE dance classes for anyone in- 
terested in learning various world 
dance forms. Dancers will have 
the opportunity attend intensive 
workshops in May and June by 
world renowned guest choreogra- 
phers from Slovakia and Hungary. 

Classes to run Mondays and 


WORLDANCE 


Thursdays from 7 to 9pm at the 
Chateau Louis on Kingsway. For 
more information and to register 
call Doyle Marko at (780) 454- 
3739 or by email at 
doyle@vinok.ca 
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Французьке ім'я 
Українська душа 


Beautiful Jacuzzi rooms 


Fully Accessible rooms 
Fitness Centre 


Ukrainian Buffet 
every Sunday 
4:30 - 8:30 pm 


No charge wireless high speed internet access 
Complimentary Full Hot Breakfast Buffet 


Не питай по кому б'є 
дзвін: він б'є по тобі 


Чорнобильська трагедія не оминула жодну родину в Україні 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Понад 13 тисяч осіб зі статусом потер- 
пілих від аварії на ЧАЕС мешкають на 
Львівщині, більшість з них становлять лік-- 
відатори, 3400 дітей мають статус потер-- 
пілих, У Львові відбулись численні заходи 
приурочені річниці трагедії 26 квітня, 
зокрема, чорнобильці отримали ключі від 
регіонального медичного центру, а 23 
інвалідів Чорнобиля стали власниками 
нових автомобілів « Таврія». 

З самого ранку у львівських храмах від- 
булись Богослужіння за жертвами трагедії. 
Молились і пригадували страшні події 
більше 13 тисяч евакуйованих осіб з 30 
кілометрової Чорнобильської зони 1 
ліквідатори. 

Марія у Прип'яті працювала в готелі, її 
кума Людмила бухгалтером на атомній 
станції. Їхні чоловіки були робітниками на 
ЧАЕС. 27 квітня 1986 року жінок з мален- 
ькими дітьми евакуювали з зони, говорили 
на 3 дні, а вийшло на усе життя. 

- Десять років життя пішло в нікуди... 
Ми вивозили двох дітей. Їхали не знали 
куди, просто втікали. 

- Безнічого, без речей, взяли лише гроші. 

- Чоловік має групу, діти теж інваліди. 
Колишні мешканки Прип'яті розповіли, що 
задовго до аварії у місті говорили, що будь 
- якої хвилини може трапитись вибух, що 
станція побудована на швидкоруч 1 як - 
будь. 

- Мизнали перші симптоми радіаційного 


вибуху. У 1982 році була аварія на станції, 
була сильна радіація, загинули багато лю-- 
дей. 

- Нам хлопці, які вмирали говорили, що 

вони перші, а ми будемо наступні. Вони 
знали про що говорять, вони заварювали 
шви. 
- Роботу переселенці у Львові шукали ca— 
мі. Мої співрозмовниці працюють на 
«Львівобленерго». Про трагедію їм нагадує 
звертання співробітників: чорнобильки. Це 
трішки ображає, бо потрохи ті страшні 
події стираються у пам'яті. 

- Страшно було за дітей. 

- Ми дивились на своїх дітей і думалиїм 
чотири рочки і жити їм ще рік. Те, що все 
залишилось, ми про це не думали. Потім 
нам сказали, що житимете 3 роки, потім 5. 
Ми спостерігали за дітьми. Коли пройшло 
5 років трішки розслабились... 

23 ліквідаторам держава подарувала 
автомобілі з нагоди річниці. Але ніщо 
людям-інвалідам не може повернути 
здоров'я. Дарія Андрейко не знала, що її 
чоловік тричі був ліквідатором на атомній 
станції, в будівельній бригаді. Про це вона 
дізналась з часом із фотографій. 

- Чоловікові одразу стало гірше-слабість, 
переніс дві складні операції, хворі ноги, 
ходить на костилях, хворе серце 1 шлунок. 
Тримається на таблетках. 

Не питай по кому б'є дзвін, він б'є по 
тобі. Чорнобильська трагедія не оминула 
жодну родину в Україні. 


Мій Чорнобиль... 


Віктор Єленський, Радіо Свобода 
Мій Чорнобиль - це зловісна пилюка, 
намети, неоковирні білі капці i 
сюрреалістичний напис над будівлею 
управління: "Чернобьтльская АЗС имени 
Ленина работаєт на коммунизм!" 
Мій Чорнобиль - це хлопці з 731-го 
батальйону, тоді всі ще молоді й дужі, 
засмаглі неприродною синьо-сірою 
засмагою - від свинцю, що його викидало 
жерло реактора. Нас, солдат і офіцерів 
резерву "збили" у На деяких її ділянках 
радіація сягала тоді сотень рентген. Жодних 
захисних засобів, окрім армійських 
респіраторів, у нас не було, спецбатальйон 
впродовж однієї травневої ночі. Спочатку 
казали, що ми дезактивуватимемо села 30- 
километрової зони, потім з'ясувалося, що 
йдеться про роботу на самій станції. На 
деяких її ділянках радіація сягала тоді 
сотень рентген. Ми не знали тоді, що від 
пекельного атому по-справжньому нічого 
не убезпечує i що ані київське, ані 
московське начальство до ладу не відає, що 
саме треба робити. Ми просто знімали 
грунт на території ЧАЕС - там, де це не 
могли робити екскаватори. Лопатами, 
приблизно на лопатне лезо, і вантажили 
прип'ятську землю у металеві контейнери, 
в куби метр на метр. Потім ці куби везли 
на поховання до сховища, яке цілком 
офіційно звалося могильником. Жодних 
захисних засобів, окрім армійських 
респіраторів, у нас не було. Байки про 
свинцеві жилети, суперчоботи, а також про 
горілку й вино, яке нібито видавали 
кожному, хто працював тоді на станції, я 
почув, повернувшись до Києва. 

Мій Чорнобиль - це станційний сморід, 
ящик "Миргородської" на роту, яка гризе 
землю під 3-м енергоблоком (за нами мали 
йти шахтарі), прапорці в їдальні, якими 
огороджували найбільш небезпечні місця і 
заборонні знаки "На узбіччя не ступати!" 
Накопичувачі, які мали рахувати наші 
ренагени, виходили з ладу. Щит з силуетом 
людини, котрий використовувався на 


станції у "мирний час" (до нього треба було 
притиснутися, щоби побачити позначені 
ліхтариками забруднені місця), лише 
жалібно вищав. Дозу опромінювання 
визначали так: зміна виходила на ділянку і 
дозиметрист знімав показники. Якщо 
дозиметр вказував, скажімо, 6 рентген Ha 
годину, то за півгодини роботи записували 
три рентгени. Працювали ми цілий день, 
зміни виходили на півгодини, потім 
півгодини в приміщенні, де рівень 
опромінювання був нижче, ніж на дворі і 
де можна було зняти респіратор. Потім — 
нова зміна. 

... Hac довго не хотіли випускати з зони - 
те, що ми везли на своїх чоботах, одязі 1 
волоссі до Києва дійсно не можна було 
пускати. Наш автобус мили біля Іванкова, 
потім біля Вишгорода, але все одно 
пересадили в якийсь цивільний автобус. 
Потім почалися шпиталі, київські, 
харківські i московські лікарні, аналізи 
крові, щось недобре з еритроцитами та 
електроцитами... Ми стали всіх дратувати, 
бо не вірили, що архів нашого батальйону 
знищений через переопромінювання 
паперів (!), а з нами все гаразд. Що наші 
хлопці вмирають у 30-35 років не внаслідок 
Чорнобилю, а через випадковий збіг 
обставин. Червонопикі дядьки 1 дами з 
шиньйонами втомилися нам пояснювати, 
що до станції вони нас не доправляли і 
справжні чорнобильці - не ми, а ті, хто 
керував постачанням до зони тушонки й 
гречки. 

Ми вже поховали командира, його 
заступника 1 багатьох-багатьох хлопців, 
яким не було й сорока. Ми ходимо по 
кабінетах, стовбичимо в пікетах; лежимо 
під крапельницями, зрештою живемо. I 26- 
го наш день. Ми збираємось, часом насилу 
пізнаємо один одного і згадуємо зовсім 
негероїчні речі. Чорне сонце Прип'яті 
наприклад, або шалене, просто нестямне 
цвітіння бузку. Ніколи не бачив я такого 
бузку, як 1986 року в зоні навколо 
Чорнобильської станції. 


Чорнобильська зона: 
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природа та дуже гарна самогонка 


Тетяна Ярмощук, Радіо Свобода 

Двадцять років тому в Україні сталася 
трагедія, яка сколихнула світ. 26 квітня 
1986 року о 1.20 пролунав вибух на чет- 
вертому реакторі Чорнобильської атомної 
електростанції. Як результат, 30-кіло- 
метрова зона навколо електростанції стала 
закритою зоною, зоною відчуження. А екс-- 
перти кажуть, що наслідки чорнобильської 
катастрофи відчуватиме на собі ще не одне 
покоління. 

Перше, що вражає, коли в'їжджаєш у 
зону відчуження - це природа. Відразу 
страх перед радіацією змінюється злістю. 
Як можна, хто мав право загубити таку 
природу? Це справжнє зелене полісся, 
справжній зелений ліс. 

Закинуті села, порожні хатини, в яких ще 
зберігалися речі. Стара одежа, побиті 
горшки, алюмінієві ложки та виделки. 
Подекуди трапляються й дитячі речі: 
коляски та пластмасові ляльки. 

Сам Чорнобиль закинутим не здається, 
окрім самоселів тут мешкають і робітники, 
що працюють вахтовим методом у зоні 
відчуження. Квітники прибрані, охайні 
бордюри та побілені дерева. А серед міста 
пам'ятник Леніна. 

А що й направду справляє надзвичайно 
гнітюче враження - це Прип'ять. Місто, 
яке колись називали містом майбутнього 
тепер стоїть порожнє та закинуте. У 
будинках, які вже починають руйнуватися 
нічого немає, з квартир порозтягували 
навіть ванни та унітази, а ліфтові шахти 


стоять порожні. На головній площі міста 
окрім іншого стоїть напівзруйнований TOp— 
говий центр, який ніколи так і не запра- 
цював. Відкрити цей торгівельний центр 
планували 1 травня 1986 року. Однак за 
чотири дні до відкриття сталася Чорно-- 
бильська катастрофа. 

У Чорнобильські зоні живуть 328 camo— 
селів. Найстаршому 3 них 92 роки, най- 
молодшому — 58. Віра Рудник мешкає у селі 
Опачині, що у двадцятикілометровій зоні 
десять років. A її син, донька та внука жи- 
вуть у Києві. Розповідає, що після катас- 
трофи отримала квартиру в Іванкові. Haro— 
мість її свекруха отримала кімнатку в хо- 
лодному та сирому будиночку, де мешкали 
ще кілька літніх жінок. Умови проживання 
їй не сподобалися, тож вирішила повер-- 
нутися у власний будиночок. У 1996 році у 
бабці виявили злоякісну пухлину, тож пані 
Віра повернулася Опачичі, аби доглядати 
її. A після смерті свекрухи тут і залиши-, 
лася. Жили вдвох з чоловіком, а минулого 
року похоронила і його. Попри все, каже 
пані Віра, самосели не сумують: 

"Тазет накупляю, діти книжки привезуть, 
телевізор, радіо, як вип'ємо сто грам, то 
можна й танці. В мене магнітофон є, і 
касети є, в нас все є. А от дідів привезіть". 
Самосели спочатку дещо соромляться 
журналістських камер, одна потім розго-- 
ворившись, залюбки частують чорнобиль -- 
ською самогонкою та грибами з тамтешніх 
лісів. Сама коштувала. 


У Варшаві відслужено екуменічний 
молебень пам'яті жертв і потерпілих 


Єва Поштар, Радіо Свобода 

Варшава і вся Польща 26 квітня разом з 
Україною відзначала 20 роковини KaTac— 
трофи в Чорнобилі. В православному Ка- 
федральному Соборі св. Марії Магдалени 
завершився екуменічний траурний мо-- 
лебень за ініціативи і участі президента 
Польщі Леха Качинського. Службу від- 
правляв православний митрополит Сава, 
глава Польської Автокефальної Право-- 
славної Церкви у сослужінні священика 
Римо-католицької Церкви та капелана 
президента Леха Качинського. До участі в 
молитві були запрошені і представники 
інших релігійних громад, зокрема 
юдейської та мусульманської. 

Ініціатива президента Леха Качинського 
має на меті показати солідарність поляків 
із народами, які постраждали від катас- 
трофи. На службі були присутні посли 
України, Білорусі та Росії та представники 
громадських організацій з цих країн. Ці- 
каво, що православний собор, де відбувався 
екуменічний молебень розташований саме 
на вулиці "Солідарності". Настоятель 
православного собору о. Анатолій Шид- 
ловський в інтерв'ю для Радіо Свобода 
пояснює ідею цього екуменічного молебну: 

- Потерпіли і українці і білоруси, може 
росіяни. Це переживала майже вся Східна 
Європа, також наші громадяни Польщі. 
Особливо, ті, які живуть на сході. Пережи-- 


ваємо - двадцять років минуло, а пам'ять 
все таки залишилася. Бо залишилася 
трагедія тих людей, які мусили залишити 
свої рідні місця, доми, працю свою, також 
і святині - церкви. З огляду на те, ми 
єднаємось з тими людьми, які так це 
пережили. Будемо молитися за їх здоров'я, 
Боже благословення. ТІ, які відійшли від 
нас, помолімся - вічная пам'ять їм. 

Протоїгумен монастиря oo. Василіан, о. 
Юліан Коваль, представник УГКЦ у Вар- 
шаві, якого до участі в молебні запросив 
польський президент Лех Качинський, в 
розмові із Радіо Свобода говорить про те, 
що Чорнобиль став пересторогою перед 
людською зарозумілістю: 

- Це, що може служити для людей, може 
бути і загрозою, доторкає незалежно від 
національності, релігійної приналежності, 
кожну людину. Я думаю, що це пересторога 
для людей- наука, техніка, все, що людина 
осягає своїм розумом, коли не зберегти 
норм, принципів, становить загрозу для 
кожного із нас. 

Коментатори тим часом нагадують про це, 
що Польща почала, але не завершила будову 
своєї атомної електростанції біля Гданська, 
на півночі країни. Досі в Польщі не проведено 
масових медичних обстежень, але документ 
організації Грінпіс вказує на ріст захворю-- 
вань серед немовлят, також на поширювання 
онкологічних хвороб серед дорослих. 
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Opera singer out to fill ‘massive hole’ 


(UkrNews)— International opera 
singer Pavlo Hunka has embarked 
upon a project to document what he 
calls “a massive hole” in Ukrainian 
culture — classical songs written for 
solo singers. 

“Every branch of Ukrainian cul- 
ture, whether it be the written word, 
the dramatic stage, whether it be 
painting, whether it be choral mu- 
sic, symphony music, they are all 
represented in some degree,” he said 
while meeting with the Ukrainian 
community of Edmonton, April 24 

“Looking across the whole gamut 
of the branches of Ukrainian music, 
one massive hole conspicuously 
produced itself,” he added during 
the event organized by the Dnipro 
Choir at the Chateau Louis Hotel. 

“There are nearly 500 Ukrainian 
art songs, classical songs composed 
for solo singers which have never 
been heard. They are, actually now 
that I know them, on the level of 
Franz Schubert of (Robert) 
Schumann of all the great art song 
composers of Germany, but they are 
not known.” 

Hunka said that he spoke with 
many performers in Ukraine, who 
told them they found it easier to do 
Ukrainian folk songs, or classical 
solos by Sergei Rachmaninoff or Pe- 
ter Tchaikovsky. 

"І was quite impudent to say to 
them: This is absurd you are Ukrai- 
nian and you are singing Russian 
music, when you know that you 
have Stetsenko and Lysenko who 
are out there, But they take a little 
time to access. They need quite a bit 
of experience to sing.” 

Hunka plans to record the works 
of up to 15 Ukrainian classical com- 
posers. The first project is to focus 
on the work of Kyrylo Stetsenko, 
followed by Mykola Lysenko. 
Among the others are being consid- 
ered are Yakiv Stepovy, Borys 
Latoshynsky and Julian Meytus. 

The first project (Stetsenko) will 
include a 40-page book along with 

a CD. It is to be launched jointly 
with the Canadian Opera Company 
(COC) Sept. 14 in Toronto. 

Along with Hunka, other artists 
on the project include Roman Borys, 
Alberta Krywolt, Roman Hurko, 


Left to Right: Andrzej Szymanowka, Pavlo Hunka Maria Dytyniak, Stefan 


Melnychenko at a Dnipro Choir workshop. 


Russell Braun and Benjamin 
Butterfield. 

The organizing committee con- 
sists of Dr. Petro Jacyk (not to be 
confused with the late Dr. Petro 
Jacyk, founder of the educational 
foundation of the same name), Lesia 
Babiak, Vasyl Zyla, Halyna 
Dytyniak, Lesia Komorovsky, Oleh 
Lyshchyshyn, Olena Wawryshyn, 
Roman Hurko and Zirka Kudla. 

Born in England in 1959 of a 
Ukrainian father and an English 
mother, Hunka qualified as a linguist 
and practised as a lawyer in the U.K. 
before embarking on an operatic 
career. After graduating with distinc- 
tion from the England’s Royal 
Northern College of Music, Hunka 
began a three-year contract at Basel 
Opera House in Switzerland. He 
continued his studies with the dis- 
tinguished vocal coach Maria 
Sandulescu and soon afterwards em- 
barked on a stellar international 
singing career. 

To date, the renowned bass-bari- 
tone has sung in more than 50 op- 
eras, including 35 major operatic 
roles in the world’s leading opera 
houses in Paris, Vienna, Munich, 
Florence, London and Salzburg, un- 
der the baton of such eminent con- 
ductors as Claudio Abbado, Jeffrey 
Tate and Zubin Mehta. 


Hunka made his Toronto debut 
with the COC in 2004 to great ac- 
claim singing the title role of Verdi’s 
Falstaff and in the role of Hunding 
in Wagner’s Die Walkiire. The 
COC’s General Director Richard 
Bradshaw has stated the “Pavlo 
Hunka” is one of the great singing 
actors of our day. He has a magnifi- 
cent command of text in several lan- 
guages, an arresting stage presence, 
and a dramatic instrument which al- 
lows him to sing the great bass and 
bass-baritone roles of the reper- 
toire.” \ 

The бен Hunka’s passion for 
Ukrainian music can be traced to his 
childhood. His parents both sang in 
local Ukrainian community choirs, 
and Hunka inherited his love of 
singing from them. As a young lad, 
Hunka was a member of the Ukrai- 
nian Catholic Church Choir in Соу- 
entry, England. later, he joined the 
Manchester-based choir Homin, un- 
der conductor Jaroslav Babuniak. 

In England, Hunka is the artistic 
director of the Bulava Chorus. The 
choir performs Ukrainian folk, clas- 
sical and religious works. In Aril, 
2005, Hunka and Bulava Chorus 
premiered a new production of 
“Mazepa” — a performance of Lord 
Byron’s poem complemented with 
Ukrainian classical songs. 


Young Lviv scholar explores 
Ukrainian Canadian folklore 


(U of A)—Oksana Lutsko, a 
graduate student at the Ivan Franko 
University of Lviv, visited 


Edmonton this April to expand her 
knowledge of Canadian Ukrainian 
folklore and the Ukrainian commu- 
nity in Edmonton. Sponsored as a 
visiting researcher by the Huculak 
Chair of Ukrainian Culture and Eth- 
she collected information 


dents in Edmonton. 


Oksana Lutsko from Lviv speaks to Ukrainian Bi 


in the Bohdan Medwidsky Ukrai- 
nian Folklore Archives at the Uni- 
versity of Alberta, presented a semi- 
nar for graduate students, and vis- 
ited many community institutions 
and events. 

One of the highlights of her jour- 
ney was an interview with sisters 
Anna Zwozdesky and Lena 
Gulutsan, who know many songs 


le 


lingual high school stu- 


from their parents’ Bukovynian vil- 
lages a century ago, as well as many 
Ukrainian songs popular in more 
recent times. Lutsko also enjoyed 
her visit to a lively class of Ukrai- 
nian bilingual students at Austin 
O’Brien High School. She showed 
a DVD about her native Lviv, spoke 
of Ukrainian Easter customs, danced 
Podolianochka with the class, and 
asked about the traditions that they 
know from their homes. 

Lutsko is one of the first young 
Ukrainian folklorists in Ukraine re- 
searching Ukrainian folklore in 
Canada. Folkloric traditions in the 
Diaspora were not researched in 
Soviet Ukraine. However, this study 
can reveal a great deal about the 
Ukrainian spirit worldwide in the 
past and in the present. “I am very 
grateful to the faculty and staff of 
the Ukrainian Folklore Centre for 
giving me this opportunity,” she 
stated. The Huculak Chair of Ukrai- 
nian Culture and Ethnography, the 
Kuryliw Family Scholarship Fund 
and the Kule Chair in Ukrainian Eth- 
nography, all operating within the 
Ukrainian Folklore Centre, have 
long cooperated with scholars in 
Ukraine, and have plans to expand 
such international activities. 
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Professor Lubomyr Luciuk receives cheque from В Wrzesnewskyj, МР. in 
front of an oil painting of Sir William D Otter, Commanding Officer of the 
Internment Operations, Royal Canadian Military Institute, Toronto. 


Dopomoha Ukraini Foundation 
supports publication on internment 


(UCCLA)—The Dopomoha Ukraini (Aid to Ukraine) Foundation Баг 
helped underwrite the publication of a booklet entitled, Without Just Cause, 
dealing with Canada’s first national internment operations of 1914-1920. 
Written by UCCLA’s director of research, Dr Lubomyr Luciuk, this book- 
let provides basic historical information about a relatively unknown epi- 
sode in Canadian history, while appending important new documentation, 
including the Aug. 24, 2005 Agreement in Principle between the Govern- 
ment of Canada and the community, and the final version of Bill C33] — 
the Ukrainian Canadian Restitution Act, which secured Royal Assent, Noy. 
25, 2005. 

Commenting Dr Luciuk said: 

“The financial assistance provided by Dopomoha Ukraini, the chari- 
table foundation set up by the family of Borys Wrzesnewskyj, MP 
(Etobicoke Centre), in part to honour the memory of his uncle and aunt, 
Mychailo and Jaroslawa Szafraniuk, will help make it possible for us to 
provide critical information to our community and others about the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian community’s ongoing requests for recognition, restitution 
and reconciliation. Mr Wrzesnewskyj has played a pivotal role in helping 
move this issue forward in the House of Commons and, with this dona- 
tion, he has aided significantly in our efforts to make all Canadians better 
aware of the harm done to Ukrainians and other Europeans during Canada’s 
first national internment operations. This is an educational initiative of 
considerable importance, for complementary copies of this publication 
will soon be distributed free of charge to MPs, selected public and univer- 
sity libraries across Canada and to international repository libraries around 
the world. That would not have been possible with Mr Wrzesnewskyj’s 
generous assistance, for which we are all most grateful. Safeguarding the 
Civil liberties and human rights of ethnic, religious and racial minorities in 
times of domestic and international crisis is particularly important and so 
being better informed about historic injustices of the sort described in this 
book is a crucial step in ensuring that we do not repeat the mistakes of the 
past.” 


Memorial plaque unveiled to 
Welsh journalist who exposed 
Soviet genocidal famine 


(UCCLA)—The first-ever trilingual (Welsh-English-Ukrainian) plaque 
was unveiled May 2 at the University of Wales, Aberystwyth, honouring 
Gareth Richard Vaughan Jones, a journalist with The Western Mail. 

Traveling surreptitiously in Soviet Ukraine, in March 1933, Jones, who 
spoke Russian fluently, soon thereafter wrote a number of articles about 
the man-made famine orchestrated by the Stalinist government in what 
had been the “breadbasket of Europe.” 

He then himself fell prey to a determined effort to discredit his report- 
ing. Many millions of Ukrainians perished even as the Soviet authorities 
denied that a famine was raging, and continued to export grain. They were 
joined in their cover up by some Western journalists, including the now 
notorious Walter Duranty of The New York Times. Commenting on the 
plaque unveiling, the UCCLA’s director of research, Dr. Lubomyr Luciuk, 
said: 

“Today we have hallowed the memory of the many millions of victims 
of a Stalinist crime against humanity, arguably the greatest example of 
genocide to befoul 20th century Europe. We have also paid tribute to a 
brave and honest journalist, Gareth Jones, who tried to expose the truth, 
only to fall victim to Stalin’s men. He was, in some ways, the last victim 
of the Holodomor, the famine-genocide of 1932-33 in Soviet Ukraine. It 
is fitting that we could gather today in Wales, at the university where he 
studied, to honour a remarkable young man who paid such a heavy price 
for his commitment to being an honest reporter of the facts.” 
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У США побачили, що 
в Україні свободи 
слова стало більше 


(Українська правда/Ліга) Американська правозахисна організація 
"Freedom House" констатує поліпшення стану свободи слова в Україні 
в 2005 році. 

Про це йдеться у звіті організації "Свобода преси - 2006: Всесвітнє 
дослідження незалежності ЗМІ", оприлюдненому напередодні 
Всесвітнього дня свободи преси, що відзначається 3 травня, передає 
радіо "Свобода". 

Політичне втручання в роботу ЗМІ в цілому зменшилося; відбулося 
ще кілька важливих поліпшень, відзначає американська правозахисна 
організація. 

Однак правозахисники звертають увагу, що просування відбувалося 
малими кроками, і порушення прав засобів масової інформації в 
Україні ще існують. 

У звіті Україну критикують, зокрема, за те, що дотепер не повністю 
припинено тиск і напади на журналістів, не поставлено крапку у справі 
про вбивство журналіста Георгія Гонгадзе. 

Висвітлення подій нерідко буває перекрученим або має на меті певні 
економічні або політичні інтереси через те, що багатьма засобами 
інформації володіють олігархи або особи, наближені до влади. 

У цілому експерти "Freedom House" констатують погіршення стан 
зі свободою преси у світі. 

Найвідчутніше погіршення ситуації зі свободою слова в останні роки 
відбулося в Латинській Америці й у Карибському регіоні і на території 
колишнього СРСР, а також в Азії й Африці. 

Особливо турбує авторів звіту Росія, що опустилася до 158 місця 
серед 194 країн, які присутні у рейтингу. 

Вони вважають, що теми обмеження свободи преси в цій державі 
повинні торкнутися американський й інші уряди, що збираються на 
самміт "Трупи восьми" у липні в Санкт-Петербурзі. 

"Україна цього року займає 113 місце - найвище серед країн-учасниць 
СНД. 


Як я можу 
Вам допомогти? 


Thomas А. Lukaszuk, MLA 
Edmonton Castle Downs 
Constituency Office, 12120 - 161 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T5X 5М8 

Phone 780 414-0705 Fax 780 414-0707 
edmonton.castledowns@assembly.ab.ca 


LAWYERS АДВОКАТИ 


BRODA & COMPANY 
BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 
lhor Broda 
13723 - 93 Street, Edmonton, AB T5E 5V6 
Ph.: (780) 456-9330 


DOCTORS ДОКТОРИ 


Dr. BORYS HOSHOWSKY 
specializing in diseases of the EAR, NOSE & THROAT 
Appointment by referral 
Suite #101, 8330 Fairmount Drive S.E., Calgary, AB 
Tel.: (403) 640-1199 


PEDIATRIC DENTIST — ДИТЯЧИЙ ДЕНТИСТ 


Dr. BOHDAN KUZYK 
PEDIATRIC DENTIST 
Suite 845, 10665 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 359 
Tel.: (780) 428-7767; Fax: (780) 425-2329 
Говорю по українськи 


DENTISTS DENTURISTS 
ДЕНТИСТИ ДЕНТУРИСТИ 
Se | HOLYK'S 
Dr. (ee Fialka-Eshenko DENTURE CLINIC LTD 
#110, 10910 - 105 Avenue : 
Edmonton, AB T5H 0L3 Frank A. Holyk - Denturist 
For appointments please call: | р жа о ванною 4 
7 a Li 
(780) 420-1510 Phone: (780) 477-3674 


Говоримо по-українському After Hrs: (780) 479-5008 
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Ще один успіх Павла 
Гуньки в опері «Воццек» 


Оксана Бризгун - Соколик 

В днях 31 березня до 13 квітня Канадська оперна 
компанія дала нагоду торонтцям побачити одну з 
найважливіших опер минулого ХХ століття: 
«Воццек» - Wozzeck - Албан Барга. 

Опера дуже нетрадиційна, побудована на теат- 
ральній п'єсі «Войцек» - Woyzeck Георга Бюхнера, 
яку написав драматирг в початках ХІХ ст. П'єса була 
написана фрагментами, короткими сценами, 
базувалася на справжній події. Однак дійсний вояк 
Йоган Крістіян Войцек, доведений житт'євими 
обставинами до божевілля, забиває свою коханку, 
за що йому відрубують в Лайпцігу голову. В п'єсі і 
опері герой топиться. Лібретто опери написав сам 
композитор 1 фрагменти дії опери пов'язав музикою. 

П'єса у свій час була «за модерна» і почали її 
ставити аж в початках ХХ століття. Тоді у Відні її 
побачив австрійський композитор Албан Берг, 
захопився темою 1 відразу вирішив писати оперу. 

Писав її від 1914 до 1922 року. В міжчасі брав 
участь 1 у І-їй Світовій Війні, мав багато переживань 
ів одному з листів своїй дружині писав: «...я перебув 
ті роки так само (як Воцек) залежний від людей, 
яких ненавиджу...». Прем'єра опери відбулася 1925 
р. в Берліні з колосальним успіхом, і вже 1926 р. в 
Празі, i 1927 р. в Ленінграді - де очевидно була 
осуджена як декадентський твір заходу. 

Це атональна опера, тільки з частинно тональними 
темами про любов, гуманність і подібне. В 
дисонансах та з різкими ритмами відображає образу, 
зловживання, брутальність... 

Опера не має клясичну форму з аріями, дуєтами i 
подібне, вживає форми як Фантазія, Фуга, Тема з 
варіяціями i т.д., не залишає слухачеві мелодію, 3 
якою він може піти до дому, та приспівуючи, 
пригадувати оперу. Вживає так зв. Sprachstimme 
говорений спів - чи співуче говорення, є тяжка для 
виконування, не легка, але цікава для слухання. 


Побудована на вимагаючій грі співаків - акторів. 
Публіка, переживаючи дію, часто забуває про всякі 
«атональности» та сприймає музику як болюче тло 

В головній ролі Воццека ми мали нагоду знову в 
Торонті почути Павла Гуньку, і ліпшого співака - 
актора СОС не могла знайти для цієї складної ролі. 
Павло Гунька - світової слави співак з Лондону, 
Англія, улюбленець Торонта. Виступав вже в Торонті 
в головних ролях в операх Макбет, Сігфрід, Ді Ban- 
кіре, Фальстаф. Він надзвичайно вжився в ролю 
нещасного бідного вояка, який собі заробляє, даючи 
своє тіло для експериментів лікареві, та живе в 
постійній біді. 

Співаючи в німецькій мові зі знаменитою дикцією, 
Гунька передав переживання вояка так реалістично, 
що можна було не розуміти слів, щоб відчути дію. 
Марія - ірляндське сопрано Гізелле Аллен також 
дуже добре відчула життя бідної жінки - матері, яка 
з малим синочком жила у вічній біді і вкінці зрадила 
свого Воццека. 

Потрясаюча була остання сцена, де дітвора, бав- 
лячися на дворі довідується, що Марію хтось забив. 
Цікаві діти біжать подивитися, кличуть зі собою 
малого Воццека, а він не розуміє в чім справа і на 
деревляному конику собі гоп-гоп підскакує до одно- 
манітного ритму. Його маленька самітня постать на 
величезній сцені жорстоко підкреслює трагедію 
сирітки і його майбутність. 

Публіка дякувала виконавцям стоячи, багато 
оплесків дістала Марія і малий Воццек. А бурю 
оплесків дістав Павло Гунька. Диригував Річард 
Брадша, директор Лофті Мансурі. 

Цією оперою закрито сезон 2005/06 в Торонті і 
вона остання в Hammingbird Centre. Новий сезон 
2006/07 почнеться в новій опері, яку саме кінчають 
будувати. На відкриття нової опери запрошений 
Павло Гунька. 


Комуністи в Одесі погрожують 
непарламентськими методами боротьби 


Петро Каландирець, Радіо Свобода 

Комуністи відмовляються від парламентських ме- 
тодів боротьби за владу. Про це заявив на першо- 
травневому мітингу в Одесі лідер обласної органі- 
зації КПУ. 

Перший секретар Одеського обкому Комуніс- 
тичної партії України Євген Царьков наголосив, що 
вибори 2006 року поставили крапку на сподіванні 
досягти будь яких змін в країні парламентським 
шляхом. “3 під нашого носу владу забирають за 
допомогою проросійських чи націоналістичних 
гасел". Він обвинуватив прихильників Віктора Яну- 
ковича, Віктора Ющенка та Юлії Тимошенко у 
розколі України. 

На думку товариша Царькова, усі чесні люди і 
трудівники очікують від комуністів не голосування 
картками у буржуазному парламенті а масових акцій 
протесту, рішучих дій на вулицях. "Давайте 
відмовлятися від парламентських методів боротьби 
і візьмемо на озброєння непарламентський, масовий 
і народний спосіб боротьби". 

Головний комуніст Одещини закликав однопар- 
тійців до перекриття вулиць, акцій непокори із 
залученням до них різноманітних трудових колек- 
тивів. Активні дії гєдиним лівим фронтом проти 
«помаранчевих i біло-синіх" компартійці Одеси 
пообіцяли розпочати 9 травня. 

Погрози комуністів погодився прокоментувати 
співробітник одеської філілії Національного інсти- 
туту стратегічних досліджень Михайло Мацюк: 

"Погроза комуністів перейти до непарламент- 
ських методів боротьби свідчить про політичну 
агонію. Зараз комуністи мають незначну підтримку 
серед виборців. Вони здатні лише підняти хвилі у 
стакані води. Не більше". 

"Що може зробити партія, яка має такі незначні 
рейтинги? Їхні виборці — це люди вже похилого віку. 
Сподіватися на радикальні зміни у їхньому 
майбутньому не доводиться. Їхні погрози є порожнім 
потрясінням повітря". 

Тим часом, секретар Одеського обкому Прогре- 


сивної соціалістичної партії України Людмила 
Безугла повідомила присутнім на мітингу, що перші 
проекти рішень, які запропонують на розгляд сесій 
Рад різних рівнів в Одесі і області депутати від блоку 
"Народна опозиція", будуть стосуватися 
необхідності надання російській мові статусу 
офіційної (на рівні з української) та мараторію на 
підвищення цін на комунальні послуги. 

Прогресивні соціалісти назвали результати берез- 
невих виборів 2006 року "жахливим ударом". 
Особливо турбує їх падіння рейтингу лівих серед 
виборців в Одесі. За результатами голосування до 
новообраної міськради комуністам потрапити не 
вдалося. 

Секретар обкому Прогресивної соціалістичної 
партії України Людмила Безугла піддала критиці 
депутатів Одеської міськради від блоку "Народна 
опозиція", які підписали запропонований міським 
головою Едуардом Гурвіцем Меморандум про вза- 
єморозуміння і примирення заради майбутнього 
рідного міста. 

“Mu завжди виступали за те, що Одеса має бути 
без Едуарда Гурвіца. I те, що вдається йому сьогодні 
зробити - не змінить хід історії. Ми все одно пере- 
можемо. Гурвіцу, Ющенку, Тимошенко та Морозу 
ніколи не святкувати своєї перемоги", заявила під 
час виступу на мітингу Людмила Безугла. 

Близько тисячі учасників першотравневого 
мітингу в Одесі одностайно підтримали резолюцію, 
автори якої закликали "об'єднатися у боротьбі 
проти антинародної політики влади). Вони 
виступили проти можливого вступу України до 
Північноатлантичного альянсу та на підтримку 
союзу з Росією та Білорусією. У резолюції місти- 
ться і вимога відправити у відставку міністрів 
оборони та закордонних справ України. 

Переважна більшість одеситів, щоправда, про ці 
вимоги нічого не знала і напевно не дізнається. Вони 
пішли не на мітинг "лівих сил", а відпочивали з 
рідними на природі насолоджуючись теплим 
першотравневим сонцем. 
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Ukraine marks Срогпобуї Kharkiv defies president 
on Russian language 


(RFE/RL)— Ukraine marked the 20th an- 
niversary of the Chornobyl nuclear disaster 
with a day of national mourning and memo- 
rial services across the country. 

In Slavutych, the Ukrainian town built to 
house workers evacuated from the Chornobyl 
plant after the nuclear disaster, bells rang as 
hundreds of people filed through the streets. 

In the capital, Kyiv, President Viktor Yush- 
chenko placed a large bouquet of roses at a 
memorial marked by two stone slabs оп а knoll. 

He then traveled to the town of Chornobyl, 
some 18 kilometers from the nuclear plant, 
for another service to commemorate the vic- 
tims of the world’s worst nuclear accident. 

Yushchenko paid tribute to “the Ukrainian 
heroes who died 20 years ago for the sake of 
our lives and the future” in the cleanup after 
the accident. “I am confident their deed will 
remain forever engraved in our lives,” he said. 

Ata special parliamentary session, lawmak- 
ers demanded more help for the millions af- 
fected, and more information on what really 
happened. Parliamentary speaker Volodymyr 
Lytvyn reminded legislators that Ukraine will 
be dealing with the aftereffects of Chornobyl 
for many years to come. 

“Unfortunately, today’s commemoration of 
the anniversary of the disaster does not mean 
we can say good-bye to Chornobyl,” he said. 
“Tt will remain with the Ukrainian people for 
more than one generation to come. But un- 
derstanding the facts about the decay of ra- 
dioactive materials and a number of unre- 
solved technical problems should not demor- 
alize us and we should not put off dealing with 
issues that must be dealt with today.” 


SBU declassifies some 


Chornobyl 


(Itar-Tass)—The Ukrainian Security Ser- 
vice declassified a number of documents con- 
of the 20th anniversary, service head Thor 
Drizhchany said on April 25. 

The Kyiv department of the KGB made the 
first report about the Chornobyl accident to 
Moscow 18 minutes after the explosion. “An 
explosion occurred on the premises of the 
fourth unit at 1:25 a.m. on April 26 during tests 
of the seventh and eighth turbo-generators. 
The explosion sparked a fire, which spread 
onto the roof of the third unit, and the roofing 


At 1:23 a.m. Kyiv time, a minute of silence 
was declared. That was the moment on April 
26, 1986, when the nuclear reactor exploded, 
spewing out a radiation cloud that spread 
throughout Europe and as far as Japan. 

The Chornoby] disaster contaminated large 
swathes of territory in Ukraine, Belarus, and 
Russia. 

In Homel on April 25, the Belarusian op- 
position held a conference of scientists, law- 
yers, and political activists on the Chornobyl 
aftermath. 

In the afternoon of April 26, the opposition 
staged a Chornobyl Way demonstration in 
Minsk, at which opposition leaders Alyak- 
sandr Milinkevich, Syarhey Kalyakin, 
Vintsuk Vyachorka, and Alyaksandr Bukh- 
vostau publicized the Homel conference’s 
conclusions and announced the creation of a 
broad pro-democracy movement in Belarus. 
They were subsequently jailed. 

In response, some 1,000 people took part 
in a rally in Minsk on May 1 to demand their 
release, RFE/RL’s Belarus Service reported. 

The May 1 rally also adopted a resolution 
demanding the abolishment of short-term Іа- 
bor contracts that the opposition considers to 
be a state tool to intimidate workers. 

The May Day rally was allowed by the au- 
thorities, but several hundred demonstrators 
gathered in an unauthorized place and subse- 
quently marched to the sanctioned venue. 
Prominent opposition activist Stanislau 
Shushkevich, who applied for the permission 
to hold the May Day rally, has been sum- 
moned to appear before police on May 3 for 
explanations. 


documents 


of the fourth reactor and the engine room was 
damaged. Seventeen workers were inside at 
the accident moment,” the report runs. 

Documents, which show radiation dynam- 
ics in Kyiv on April 30 - May 2, 1986, a re- 
port by the sixth department of the Soviet 
KGB on radiation in the accident zone of May 
1, 1986 and a report on the crash of a Mi-8 
helicopter within the fourth reactor’s zone are 
also declassified. 

Drizhchany thinks that the documents show 
the role security officers played in the 
Chornobyl accident cleanup. 


Yushchenko calls for donor 
conference on Chornobyl aftermath 


(RFE/RL)—President Viktor Yushchenko 
called in Kyiv on April 25 for a new interna- 
tional donor conference on coping with the 
aftermath of the Chornoby] nuclear disaster, 
Interfax-Ukraine reported. 

He said the resources needed to overcome 
the consequences of a catastrophe of such 
magnitude were far beyond the means of any 
single country. He called on the European 
Union and the United Nations to jointly or- 
ganize the donors’ conference. 

“Tam calling on the European Council and 
the United Nations to support this initiative 
and to be the forum’s co-organizers,” 
Yushchenko said at an international confer- 
ence in Kyiv marking 20 years since the 
Chornoby] disaster. 


“International efforts should focus on sur- 
mounting the main problems related to 
Chornobyl. Chornobyl! should not remain a 
black mark on the map.” Yushchenko also pre- 
dicted that the construction of a new cover 
(sarcophagus) over the nuclear reactor ruined 
in the 1986 blast at Chornobyl may begin this 
summer, adding that three international con- 
ferences raised $1 billion for the project. 

Yushchenko said that in the past 20 years 
Ukraine spent some $15 billion in dealing 
with the consequences of the Chornobyl 
nuclear disaster and expects total expenses to 
reach $170 billion by 2015. 

He also said the April 26, 1986, tragedy had 
been the catalyst in a national rebirth in 
Ukraine. 


New “Righteous of the World” 
announced in Ukraine 


(RISU)—April 26 in Lviv in the name of 
the state of Israel 18 families from the west 
of Ukraine were declared “Righteous of the 
World.” During World War II each family 
saved from 1 to 9 Jews, risking their own lives. 
The awards and medals to the Righteous of 
the World were presented by Naomi Ben-Ami, 
Israeli Ambassador to Ukraine. 

The names of 24 Ukrainians who saved the 
lives of Jews will be inscribed on the wall on 


the Avenue of the Righteous at the Memorial 
Institute of Victims and Heroism of European 
Jews of World War II Yad Vashem in Jerusa- 
lem. 

During the solemn events Ukraine was 
noted to be the fourth country after Poland, 
France, and the Netherlands with the highest 
number of recognized Righteous of the World. 
There are 2,139 Ukrainians who have been 
given this rank by Israel. 


(RFE/RL)—In Ukraine’s eastern Kharkiv 
Oblast, lawmakers on April 29 voted to ex- 
amine the expediency of granting Russian the 
status of official regional language. 

Kharkiv Oblast Council Chairman Vasil 
Saligyn said the issue would be discussed 
during the legislature’s next session, possi- 
bly after May 15. 

The announcement followed reports that 
Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko asked 
the Justice Ministry and the Prosecutor- 
General’s Office to look into the legality of 
similar decisions made recently by other re- 
gions. 

Lawmakers in the eastern oblast of Luhansk 
and the Crimean city of Sevastopol, which 


have both predominantly Russian-speaking 
populations, earlier this month declared Rus- 
sian a regional language. 

Yushchenko’s deputy chief-of-staff, 
Anatoliy Matviyenko, said on April 28 that 
the moves breach Ukraine’s constitution, 
which states that Ukrainian is the sole state 
language. 

The status of the Russian language has be- 
come one of the most politically divisive is- 
sues in Ukraine. 

Making Russian Ukraine’s second official 
language was one of the main campaign 
themes of the Party of Regions, the pro-Rus- 
sian political grouping that won the most votes 
in last month’s parliamentary elections. 


Court confirms election results 


(RFE/RL)—The Supreme Administrative 
Court on April 25 rejected a complaint by four 
Ukrainian political blocs and parties claim- 
ing that the Central Election Commission 
(CEC) violated a legal procedure in announc- 
ing results of the March 26 parliamentary elec- 
tions earlier that month, Ukrainian media re- 
ported. 

The decision effectively opened the way for 
the CEC to have the election results validated 
by publishing them in two state-sponsored pe- 
riodicals, “Holos Ukrayiny” and “Uryadovyy 
kurer.” 

In the March 26 polls, the Party of Regions 
won 32.14 percent of the vote, the Yuliya 
Tymoshenko Bloc 22.29 percent, Our Ukraine 
13.95 percent, the Socialist Party 5.69 per- 
cent, and the Communist Party 3.66 percent. 
In the 450-seat Verkhovna Rada, the Party of 


Regions will have 186 seats, the Yuliya 
Tymoshenko Bloc 129, Our Ukraine 81, the 
Socialists 33, and the Communists 21. 

Natalya Vitrenko, leader of the People’s Op- 
position bloc, argued before the Supreme Ad- 
ministrative Court on April 24 that the CEC 
falsified the election results it announced ear- 
lier this month, Interfax-Ukraine reported. 

According to Vitrenko, the Yuliya 
Tymoshenko Bloc was “the main political 
force that compelled” the CEC to falsify the 
election results and effectively carry out a 
“coup d’etat” in Ukraine. 

People’s Opposition and several other par- ’ 
ties that did not overcome the 3 percent vot- 
ing barrier in the March 26 parliamentary elec- 
tions have sued the CEC, charging that it vio- 
lated the procedure for announcing election 
results. 


Six dead as Ukrainian aid plane crashes 


A cargo plane delivering aid crashed in 
Cameroon, April 24, after developing techni- 
cal problems while attempting to land in the 
Chadian capital, killing all six crew, reports 
Agence France-Presse citing aviation officials. 

The Ukrainian civilian plane had been char- 
tered by Libyan airlines and all the crew mem- 
bers were Ukrainian. 

It had had been scheduled to land in 
N’djamena at 1.55pm (AEST) yesterday, said 
Mahamat Saleh Douga, a representative of the 
Agency for Security and Navigation for Af- 
rica and Madagascar. 

“The flight went well until the moment the 
pilot wanted to land and he could not land for 
some technical reasons and overflew 
N’djamena Airport, and that is when the plane 
crashed in Kousseri in Cameroon,” he said 
from the control tower at the Hassan Djamous 
International Airport in N’djamena. 

“All the six crew died.” 

The Antonoy An-72 was carrying food aid, 


including wheat flour, cooking oil and sugar 
to Chad. 

It landed in the Libyan town of Sebha for 
refuelling before leaving for N’djamena, said 
Taher Abu Zouj, director of Matika Airport 
in Libya where the flight started. 

Residents of the Chadian capital reported 
hearing a loud explosion before dawn, fol- 
lowed by a massive ball of flame that illumi- 
nated the night sky. 

The airliner crashed in a Cameroonian village 
on the banks of the Chari River, which sepa- 
rates N’djamena and Kousseri district. 

Dozens of Cameroonians gathered near the 
smoldering wreckage, which security forces 
had cordoned off and where Chadian and 
Cameroonian aviation authorities were tak- 
ing notes. 

An Associated Press reporter counted five 
blue plastic body bags, two of which were car- 
ried closer to a road where they could Бе trans- 
ported to the nearest morgue. 


OSCE trains consular officials to 


assist fight against 


(Embassy of Canada in Ukraine)—More 
than 30 representatives from foreign consu- 
lates in Ukraine gathered April 28 in Kyiv for 
an anti-trafficking course, co-organized by the 
OSCE Project Co-ordinator in Ukraine. 

The training course focuses on current pre- 
vention, prosecution and protection initiatives 
in the country. It also included discussions on 
the root causes and consequences of traffick- 
ing, ways in which consular officials can iden- 
tify and assist potential victims, and an over- 
view of the work of the Ukrainian Foreign 
Ministry’s Centre on the Protection of Ukrai- 
nian Citizens Abroad. 

“Human trafficking constitutes a pervasive 
and persistent criminal violation of the most 
fundamental of human rights: the right to life, 
liberty and security of the person,” said Abina 
M. Dann, the Canadian Ambassador to 
Ukraine. 

“Like all countries, organizations and indi- 


human trafficking 


viduals for whom human rights are sacred, 
we strongly denounce and criminalize human 
trafficking. We want to provide better protec- 
tion to the vulnerable and we are firmly re- 
solved to bring perpetrators to justice.” 

This is the fourth in a series of training 
courses hosted by the Canadian Embassy in 
Kyiv for consular and visa staff of foreign dip- 
lomatic missions, and is part of a comprehen- 
sive national anti-trafficking programme be- 
ing implemented by the Project Co- 
ordinator’s office. The event was organized 
in co-operation with the Ukrainian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, the Canadian Embassy, and 
the non-governmental organization, La 
Strada-Ukraine. 

The event closed with a presentation of the 
Project Co-ordinator’s new anti-trafficking 
public service announcements featuring the 
Ukrainian singer Ruslana, the platinum award 
winner of the 2004 Eurovision song contest. 


Ukraine coach unhappy 
with his team’s progress 


Ukraine coach Oleg Blokhin says he is unhappy with progress in devel- 
oping team play ahead of their first World Cup appearance and hopes to 
bolster his side with the addition of junior players, reports Reuters. 

“J will not lie to you. I think we have only decided on about 40 per cent 
of the team. I am alarmed by the level shown by our players, by the level 
of the team in general,” Blokhin said in an interview with Ukrainian weekly 
Korrespondent. 

“There is so little time left. We must have two models of play available 
—one for the Spanish, one for the Saudis. The great (Valery) Lobanovsky 
said it took two to five years to create a team. But we will give it a try.” 

Lobanovsky was widely regarded as the most illustrious coach in the 
former Soviet Union after taking Dynamo Kyiv to two European Cup 
Winners’ Cups and guiding the Soviet team to second place at the 1988 
European championships. He died in 2002. 

Ukraine, the first team to qualify from Europe last year, have been drawn 
in World Cup Group H along with Spain, Tunisia and Saudi Arabia. 

Blokhin has repeatedly expressed concern about the readiness of his 
players and complained that FIFA’s May 15 deadline for naming a squad 
exerts unreasonable pressure. 

The squad’s training plans include a home friendly on May 28 against 
Costa Rica. 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 


St. Michael's Cemetery 
located in Edmonton on 137th Avenue & 82nd Street 
has a position available beginning immediately. 


The position involves grave preparation for burials, installation 
of foundations for monuments, grass cutting, trimming, etc. 
_ Tt involves operation of small equipment. 
Health and dental coverage available. Salary negotiable. 
Please phone 424-5496 


NOW HIRING - Shumka Ukrainian Foods: P/T & F/T Counter 
Service Clerks & Cooks/Helpers. Apply at Kingsway Garden Mall. 
Ph. 474-6645 or Fax: 479-5447; Namao Centre Ph. 475-4666. 


HELP WANTED: Mature and responsible person to work days, nights 
and graveyards. Apply with resume to Circuit Circus @ West Edmonton 
Mall, phase 3 food court. 


BIDS FOR JANITORIAL SERVICES: Circuit Circus in the West 
Edmonton Mall is accepting bids for janitorial services. Please bring 
bids with references by May 20. 


UKRAINIAN TV NETWORK 


KYIV, LVIV 
Philadelphia, Chicago, Sacramento 
Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal, Alberta, Manitoba 


: ities ! 
i 


Watch us on the WEB ! 
www.infoukes.com 
tel: 1800 KONTAKT - fax: 416 762 4880 


e-mail: klufas@kontakt.ca 
2118A Bloor St. W. Toronto, Ont. M6S 1M8 


БУДЬМО в КОНТАКТІ! 
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Klitschko stops Byrd 
in seventh round 


Wladimir Klitschko refused to let the rematch with 
Chris Byrd go the distance. The Ukrainian stopped 
Chris Byrd in the seventh round of a one-sided fight 
April 22 to gain the IBF heavyweight title. 

Klitschko’s right hook finished off the American 41 
seconds into the round, the second time Byrd was 
floored in the fight. 

The rematch was similar to their first encounter in 
October 2001. Byrd also lost that bout, although he 
survived two knock downs on his way to losing a deci- 
sion. 

This time around Klitschko — executing trainer 
Emanuel Steward’s strategy flawlessly — finished off 
Byrd early. It began in the third round when Byrd, drop- 
ping his hands for a second, took a pair of hard left- 
right combinations from the 6-foot-6 Klitschko that 
shook him up. 

“Tt was like a musician playing notes,” Klitschko said. 
“Everything we trained worked.” 

After the fight, Klitschko first went to speak to his 
beaten rival, then to Byrd’s trainer and father, Joe. 

“He should be proud — І have never seen anybody 
take that much punishment and come back,” Klitschko 
said. “They are a great family.” 

In the fifth round, Byrd climbed to his feet after be- 
ing knocked down then withstood a barrage of shots. 
He took a beating for more than a minute as 14,500 
spectators roared until Klitschko backed off. Byrd 
waved his gloves at Klitschko, telling his opponent to 
come at him. 

“He’s a fighter with a big, big heart,” Klitschko said. 
“But he provoked me.” 

The 35-year Byrd had made four successful defenses 
of the belt he won from Evander Holyfield in 2002. He 
was the longest reigning of the four heavyweight cham- 
pions. 

ЧІ never hit him, not the way he hit me,” Byrd said. 
“I was just so pumped up for the fight, it got the better 
of me. If I had to do it again I would go in there with a 


different strategy, but Wladimir will be hard to beat. 
He is very talented for a big man.” 

Byrd said he will have to decide if he wants to con- 
tinue his career. He was taken to the hospital after the 
post-fight news conference for X-rays on his swollen 
face. 

“I will talk to the wife,” he said. “I enjoy this a lot, of 
course not when you’re pounded like that.” 

Klitschko (46-3, 41 KOs) has now resurrected his 
career. After being knocked out by Corrie Sanders and 
Lamon Brewster, he started his comeback by beating 
favored Nigerian Samuel Peter in October. 

It is very important to know both sides,” said 
Klitschko, 30. “I enjoyed a lot of success in my early 
years, then come the tough years.” 

Byrd acknowledged that Steward, who has trained 
more than 30 world champions, put together a smart 
plan for Klitschko. During the first fight the Ukrainian 
used his six-inch height advantage and jabbed from 
outside until Byrd’s eye swelled shut. 

Since then, the 6-foot Byrd has beaten some big men 
such as Andrew Golota and Jameel McCline, and Stew- 
ard this time around had Klitschko use his left arm to 
keep Byrd off balance. 

“Byrd didn’t fight Wladimir, he fought his left arm. 
He never saw the rights coming,” Steward said. 

Klitschko became the third fighter from the former 
Soviet Union to win a heavyweight title in four months. 
Russian Nikolai Valuev took John Ruiz’s WBA belt 
and Sergei Liakhovich of Belarus won Brewster’s WBO 
crown. That leaves Hasim Rashman as the only Ameri- 
can champion. 

“T don’t care where people come from. It is not im- 
portant to me. If you are good people will like you, if 
your are not, they won’t. It is simple,” Klitschko said. 


Kyiv fails to snatch first place 


(FIBA)—BC Kyiv romped to victory over Azovmash 
but failed to leapfrog their Ukraine and EuroCup ri- 
vals into first place on the final weekend of the regular 
season. 

Renato Pasquali’s squad won 92-73, April 24, but 
came up five points short of taking over first place as 
Azovmash thrashed BC Kyiv in Mariupol 87-63 ear- 
lier in the season. 

As a consequence, Azovmash have homecourt ad- 
vantage throughout the play-offs. 

Kyiv almost overcame their 23-point deficit to pip 
Azovmash to first place with Afik Nissim burying two 
three-pointers in a row near the end, but it wasn’t to be. 

“At first, we had to beat Azovmash and then we could 
try to eliminate Mariupol’s game margin,” said Nissim. 
“Though we failed to solve the second problem, we 
proved that we’re able to beat them.” 

Kyiv are feeling the pressure to deliver a Ukraine 
title after falling to DK V Joventut in the EuroCup Fi- 
nal Four. 

They did bounce back to win a nail-biter against Dy- 
namo St Petersburg, but as hosts of the event, Kyiv 
had desperately wanted to win the event in front of their 
fans. 

“We were disappointed about the EuroCup Final Four 
result,” said Pasquali. 

“But then I explained to my team that third place is 
really good for such a kind of tournament. 

“And I’m proud of that result even more than of the 
second place in the FIBA Europe League last year.” 


Kyiv were runners-up to Dynamo St Petersburg last | 


season and while that competition was tough, this year’s 
EuroCup had even better teams taking part. 

There were no Spanish teams in last year’s event, 
for example, and the ACB is widely considered to be 
the best league in Europe. 

This year, both DK V Joventut and Gran Canaria took 
part in the EuroCup and, not surprisingly, the former 
won. 

«Ро really satisfied by the way we played today,” 
said Pasquali after the win over Azovmash. 

Azovmash, behind the solid play of Ukrainian inter- 
national Serhiy Lischuk, led by seven points lead at 
the end of the first quarter but they could not hold on. 

“We started badly, mainly on defense,” Pasquali said. 
“So I asked my players to improve and to concentrate 
on rebounds and it worked.” 

“We lost our concentration after we took a lead,” 


Azovmash’s coach Rimas Girskis said. “Our forwards, 
except Lischuk, didn’t show their (best) game. 

“Still we are the first in the regular championship so 
this is a good advantage for us.” 

Superstar guard Khalid El-Amin had 21 points, while 
Lischuk poured in 17 and grabbed eight rebounds for 
Azovmash. 

Nissim scored 23 points and team-mate Goran 
Nikolic weighed in with 21 and eight rebounds. 

Azovmash will face Krivbasbasket and BC Kyiv will 
take on Sumykhimprom in the quarter-final show- 
downs. 

In the other matchups, Khimik host MBC Mykolaiv 
and Dnipro battle Cherkasky Мауру. 


Azovmash beat 
Kyiv to lift Cup 


(FIBA)—Azovmash Mariupol have inflicted another 
blow on rivals BC Kyiv, beating the EuroCup runners- 
up in the Ukrainian Cup 81-73, April 28. 

Azovmash recently clinched top spot in the regular 
season over Kyiv, securing the homecourt advantage 
for the upcoming play-offs. 

Kyiv’s loss is an added blow for under-pressure coach 
Renato Pasquali. Pasquali led Kyiv to a domestic league 
championship in 2005, but this season has fallen short 
in the EuroCup (his sideDfell to Joventut Badalona in 
the final) and now in the UkrainianOCup. 

Azovmash laid the foundations for victory in а domi- 
nant first half in which they outscored Kyiv 49-26. 

Kyiv managed to pick up their game in the second 
half, but Azovmash’s lead proved too large to over- 
come. 

Panionis Liadelis was Mariupol’s top scorer with 19 
points. Khalid El-Amin added 15 points, 5 rebounds 
and 5 assists. 

Kyiv’s Lamarr Greer and Goran Nikolic scored 15 
points apiece, while Ratko Varda added 10. 

Both Kyiv and Azovmash had easy roads to the fi- 
nal. In the semi-finals Kyiv beat MBC Mykolaiy 92- 
70 and Mariupol defeated Khimik Yuzhniy 94-64. 

Mykolaiv went on to win bronze, beating Yuzhniy 
77-75 in overtime. 
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Raiffeisen discloses 
RosUkrEnergo owners 


(Ukrainian Journal)— Bowing to pressure from the 
U.S. government, Raiffeisen Investments AG on April 
26 disclosed two owners of RosUkrEnergo, a contro- 
versial gas trader, seeking to dispel rumors the com- 
pany may have links to organized crime. 

Raiffeisen, which has been managing a 50% stake in 
RosUkrEnergo since its creation in 2004, confirmed 
media reports that two Ukrainian businessmen, Dmytro 
Firtash and Ivan Fursin, actually own the stake. 

But the disclosure may trigger new attacks against 
RosUkrEnergo, in Ukraine and internationally, amid 
reports suggesting at least one of the businessmen may 
actually have a link to a controversial figure. 

RosUkrEnergo was four months ago named as the 
only gas supplier to Ukraine for the next five years, 
but the company had been defying governments by 
refusing to publicly disclose its real owners. 

The U.S. Justice Department’s organized crime di- 
vision has recently stepped up its efforts to investigate 
the true ownership of RosUkrEnergo, according to a 
repot by The Wall Street Journal. RosUkrEnergo and 
Raiffeisen officials have been recently meeting U.S. 
investigators in Washington, the newspaper said. 

The pressure accelerated amid reports suggesting 
Semyon Mogilevich, a Ukrainian-born businessman 
wanted by the U.S. Federal Bureau of investigations 
for allegedly leading an organized crime group, may 
have been involved. 

Media reports also suggested that powerful Russian 
politicians may have links to the gas trader after 
RosUkrEnergo had suddenly won lucrative gas supply 
contracts from Gazprom, the state-controlled Russian 
gas giant. 

Although the disclosure doesn’t establish any direct 
link to Mogilevich, Interfax reported that Firtash had 
been the president of an affiliate of Hungary’s Highrock 
Holdings Ltd., which is thought to be owned by 
Mogilevich. 

Mogilevich, wanted by the FBI for suspected rack- 
eteering, fraud and money laundering, is thought to be 
living at a luxury dacha near Moscow and is thought to 


have connections to powerful Russian political figures. 


Zeev Gordon, an Israeli lawyer representing 
Mogilevich, told Reuters on April 26 that Firtash is ac- 
quainted with Mogilevich. But he repeated earlier de- 
nials by Mogilevich of any involvement in 
RosUkrEnergo. 

"І spoke to him [Mogilevich] today, and he said: ‘It 
is not mine and I am not connected to 18," Gordon said. 

Raiffeisen has been managing a 50% stake in 
RosUkrEnergo, while Gazprombank, a financial arm 


of Gazprom, has been managing another 50% stake ap- 
parently on behalf of other undisclosed individuals. 

Gazprom recently announced that it would purchase 
the stake from Gazprombank after a wave of interna- 
tional criticism had been triggered by RosUkrEnergo’s 
secrecy. 

The Russian daily newspaper Izvestiya, owned by 
Gazprom, reported on April 26 that Firtash and Fursin 
were the beneficiaries of the stake managed by 
Raiffeisen. The report cited an audit made by 
Price WaterhouseCoopers. 

Raiffeisen said April 26 it would pull out from its 
involvement with RosUkrEnergo for good within the 
next two or three months following the disclosure. 

Firtash was reported to own 90% of the stake that 
had been managed by Raiffeisen, while Fursin was re- 
ported to own the remaining 10%. 

RosUkrEnergo earned $659 million on sales of $3.7 
billion in 2005, according to Gazprom. The reported 
distribution of shares suggests that Firtash earned 
$296.2 million from its ownership of RosUkrEnergo 
in 2005, while Fursin earned $33 million. 

Firtash, who apparently spends most of his time in 
Hungary, also owns the Kyiv basketball club and two 
Ukrainian television channels, K1 and K2, which have 
been launched in 2005. 

Fursin owns Misto-Bank in Odesa and is also the 
main shareholder in the Odesa Film Studio. 

Ukrainian government officials have said that should 
international investigators prove any corruption links 
within RosUkrEnergo, Ukraine will try to renegotiate 
its gas supply agreements. 

RosUkrEnergo is to supply gas to Ukraine at $95 
per 1,000 cubic meters in the first half of the year, but 
Gazprom had recently warned the price would prob- 
ably increase later this year. 

Some Ukrainian officials, such as Energy and Fuel 
Minister Ivan Plachkov, believe the gas price will prob- 
ably stay unchanged during the next five years. 
Plachkov said the recently disclosure of ownership will 
not have any impact on the contract. 

“Today, we have no grounds to revise the relations,” 
Plachkov told Interfax. 

“We have contracts, the price is good, and then we 
will see,” Plachkov said. 

“Ukraine will work and consume gas and it would 
be nice for the price to stay at $95 as agreed.” 


Ukraine seeks Central Asian gas supplies 


(Ukrainian Journal) — Ukraine should accelerate talks 
with Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan over 
natural gas supplies amid signs that the country may 
face shortages, a top security advisor to President Viktor 
Yushchenko said April 27. 

Anatoliy Kinakh, the secretary of the National Se- 
curity and Defense Council, a body advising the presi- 
dent on strategic issues, said Ukraine should step up 
diplomatic efforts to avert the negative scenario. 

“Today there is a threatening situation that affects 
not only prices, but also volumes of gas supplies,” 
Kinakh said addressing a government meeting. 

The comments may be an indication that Ukraine 
expects a new wave of confrontation with Russia over 
natural gas supplies and seeks to diversify imports by 
switching to the Central Asia. 

A dispute between Russia and Ukraine over gas prices 
in January led to disruptions of gas supplies to the Eu- 
ropean Union, highlighting Russia’s readiness to use 
energy resources for political pressure on neighbors. 

The developments underscore Russia’s growing geo- 
political ambitions and efforts to punish countries like 
Ukraine for their steps to pursue pro-Western foreign 
policy. 

Gazprom, the Russian gas monopoly, said earlier this 
month said Ukraine will probably have to pay higher 
prices for gas in the second half of the year, but Kinakh’s 
comments suggest the country may also face shortages. 

“We have to significantly strengthen cooperation on 
these issues with Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan and 
Azerbaijan, including through diplomatic channels,” 
Kinakh said. “Unfortunately, no active work has been 
done there.” 

Meanwhile, the plans to boost cooperation with Cen- 
tral Asian nations may face significant challenges due 


to Russia’s control of the only gas pipeline that moves 
gas from the region to Ukraine. 

Gas supplies from Turkmenistan, the second biggest 
producer of gas in the former Soviet Union, have to 
travel via the pipeline crossing Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan 
and Russia before reaching Ukraine. 

Last year, Gazprom purchased all available gas pipe- 
line capacity in Uzbekistan, Russia’s key ally in the 
Central Asia, effectively blocking all gas supplies be- 
tween Turkmenistan to Ukraine. 

Gazprom later transferred the capacities to 
RosUkrEnergo, a controversial gas trader it controls, 
making the trader de-facto the only gas supplier to 
Ukraine starting this year. 

Plachkoy told the meeting that he was concerned about 
the situation when Ukraine was not able to move Cen- 
tral Asian gas to its borders. 

Meanwhile, a dispute between Ukraine and 
Turkmenistan over natural gas debt earlier this year had 
worsened relations between the two countries, which 
apparently led to Turkmen President Separmurat 
Niyazov to postpone his visit to Ukraine. 

Ukraine has been seeking to sign a 25-year gas sup- 
ply agreement with Turkmenistan that would allow the 
country to completely phase out gas purchases from 
Russia through 2031. 

Ukraine has been seeking to buy between 40 billion 
cubic meters and 60 billion cubic meters of gas from 
Turkmenistan annually starting in 2007, according to 
Plachkov. 

Adding to Ukraine’s energy supply concerns, 
Turkmenistan has recently concluded agreements that 
call for greater supplies of natural gas to China, Iran 
and Russia, suggesting that Turkmenistan has been try- 
ing to reduce its dependence on Ukraine as a gas buyer. 


e . . 15 
Kyiv wants to see official 


documents on RosUkrEnergo 


(RFE/RL)—The Secretariat of Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko 
wants to obtain the official documents an April 26 “Izvestia” article cited 
in listing two Ukrainian businessmen as the stakeholders of RosUkrEnergo, 
a company that controls Ukraine’s gas imports, Interfax-Ukraine reported 
on April 26. 

“Tzvestia” on April 26 cited an audit by PriceWaterhouseCoopers in 
reporting that Kyiv basketball club owner Dmytro Firtash and Ivan Fursin, 
owner of a Ukrainian bank, own 90 percent and 10 percent, respectively, 
of a company called Centragas Holding AG. Centragas in turn owns a 50 
percent stake in RosUkrEnergo, which is the monopolist of gas supplies 
to Ukraine according to a deal concluded between Kyiv and Moscow in 
January. 

The other half of RosUkrEnergo is owned by Gazprom. 

The Austrian bank Raiffeisen Zentralbank on April 26 announced that 
it is holding the stake on Firtash’s and Fursin’s behalf. 

Yushchenko has repeatedly defended the January gas deal, which in- 
creased the gas price for Ukraine from $50 to $95 per 1,000 cubic meters 
and introduced the secretive Swiss-based intermediary RosUkrEnergo as 
the monopolist supplier. 


Kroes announces 25% 
increase from operations 


(UkrNews) - Calgary-based Kroes Energy Inc. on April 28 announced 

that its net profit for 2005 amounted to $806,414 compared to $756,834 in 

12004. Cash from operations was $1,289,545, a gain of 25% from the prior 
year. 

Average production in 2005 was up slightly at 246 barrels per day (bpd); 
however, Kroes’ share of volumes grew through 2005 to exit the year at 
267 bpd compared with 223 bpd at year-end 2004. 

PetroGlobe Canada Ltd. recalculated the Company’s reserves volumes 
at December 31, 2005 for its 45% interest in the Ukrainian joint venture 
Kashtan Petroleum Ltd. The volume of proved and probable reserves to- 
taled 10.2 million barrels, some 20% lower than a year ago due to lower 
than anticipated production from wells in the northwest part of the field 
and reduced oil saturation in the K1 zone attic oil. Despite the decline in 
reserves volumes and the significant new royalty imposed by the Ukrai- 
nian government, the value of proved and probable reserves, using a con- 
stant price and a discount rate of 10%, amounted to $67.8 million. This is 
only 14% lower than at year-end 2004, yet still represents more than $2.00 
per share of value. 

President of Kroes Energy, Fred Callaway, said: “Despite the decrease 
in our reserves volumes, our production numbers are steady while net 
profit and cash from operations continue to increase. In other encouraging 
news, activity is now underway on our first shallow gas prospect in west- 
ern Canada and we look forward to positive results in 2006.” 


Gazprom to raise price 


(RFE/RL)— Gazprom deputy chief Aleksandr Medvedev said in ап in- 
terview with the April 17 issue of the Ukrainian weekly “Kontrakty” that 
Gazprom will increase gas price for Ukraine as of July. 

Under a deal from January, the price for Russian gas supplies to Ukraine 
increased from $50 to $95 per 1,000 cubic meters, but the deal guarantees 
this new price only for the first six months of 2006. 

“The question of reviewing the price will be raised on July 1, 2006,” 
Medvedev told “Kontrakty,” adding that the market price for Ukraine is 
$230 per 1,000 cubic meters. 

At the same time he stressed that, in accordance with the January deal, 
the transit tariff for Russian gas pipelined across Ukraine to Europe will 
remain unchanged until 2011 at the level of $1.6 per 1,000 cubic meters 
per 100 kilometers. 

Medvedev added that gas price concessions could be considered only if 
Ukraine was willing to create a consortium with Russia for joint control 
over the Ukrainian gas-pipeline network. 


Briefly 


Vanco Energy wins Black Sea bid 

(AXcess News)— Vanco Energy, a privately held Houston, Texas-based 
oil and gas company that specializes in deep-water oil and gas exploration 
and development, has won the bid for developing a gas deposit on the sea 
shelf off the Ukrainian part of the Black Sea, a senior Ukrainian official 
said April 19. Six foreign companies, including British Shell, ExxonMobil, 
and Ukraine’s Ukmeft participated in a tender to develop a large natural 
gas deposit located near the Kerch peninsula with estimated reserves of 
30 billion cubic meters. 


Government restricts Naftogaz spending 

(Ukrainian Journal)—The government on April 27 restricted indefinitely 
spending by Naftogaz Ukrayiny, the national oil and gas company, amid 
concerns that the company’s may run into financial difficulties, an official 
said. The government banned spending on non-core activity, while all other 
spending is not allowed to exceed similar spending in the same period last 
year, except covering higher gas prices. 


Ukraine to resume exports 

(Ukrainian Journal) — Ukraine plans to resume exports of natural gas to 
European customers later this year, almost a year after suspending sup- 
plies amid concerns the country may not have enough gas for domestic 
use. The move would greatly benefit Naftogaz Ukrayiny, the national oil 
and gas company, which has been facing a financial crunch as the exports 
had been the company’s important source of revenue. 
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Edmonton Granite Memorials 


BGM personalized designs шин ee 


serving Albertans with dignity ат 


for over 36 years OF NORTH AMERICA 


Honour Your Family 
with a 
Work of Art 


Such monuments are available 
in various designs, styles and 
types of granite. 

All professionally manufactured 
in any price range that 
you may choose. 


Courtesy Car є Senior Citizen Discounts  Pre-Need Arrangements 
OPEN: Mon.-Sat.. 8:00 - 5:00 
11023 - 97 St. Edmonton, Alberta T5H 2N1 Ph: 425-6311; 425-6320 


The successful candidate must have a professional telephone manner, 
excellent organizational and interpersonal skills, willingness to learn 
new skills, have a strong work ethic; be a team player. Some knowledge 
of the Ukrainian language and customs would be an asset. 


Must be able to multi-task, meet deadlines, be proficient in computer 
skills; knowledge of MacIntosh Microsoft Office and File-Pro would 
be beneficial. Excellent proofreading skills and accuracy for date 
entries is required. 


Candidate will be responsible for answering phones, word processing 
and printing bulletins, booklets, etc., posting manual entries into daily 
diaries and Liturgical Registers and inputting information into database 
of various office system applications (ie: Financial, Liturgical, etc.) 
Other related duties as required. 


Full training will be provided to the successful candidate. 


Those interested may drop off, mail or fax their resumes to: 
Fr. Daniel Wach, OSBM, Pastor & Superior 
St. Basil's Ukrainian Catholic Parish 
7007 - 109 Street, Edmonton, AB T6H 3B9 

Fax: (780) 438-3189 


If you like this paper, but 
have not yet subscribed 


Ensure you get each issue delivered to your home 


Subscribe to Ukrainian News 


PRICES: 


In Canada: 1 Year (24 Issues) $35.00 (CND) (GST included) 
2 Years (48 Issues) $65.00 (CND) (GST included) 
Inthe U.S.A.: 1 Year (24 Issues) $35.00 (CND) (GST included) 
2 Years (48 Issues) $65.00 (CND) (GST included) 
Outside Canada and the U.S.A.: Twice the U.S.A. rate. 
Please fill out the form below and mail, along with a cheque or 


money order payable to Ukrainian News to: Ukrainian News, 
Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Avenue, Edmonton, AB, T5M 1Y9 
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Participants at the launch of the Alberta Ukrainian Learning Association cut the cake to celebrate the event. 


AULA launched to promote 
Ukrainian language education 


(UkrNews)— The Alberta Ukrai- 
nian Learning Association, which 
aims to unite individuals and orga- 
nizations involved in the teaching of 
Ukrainian across the province into 
one umbrella group, was launched 
at Edmonton’s Grant MacEwan 
College, April 27. 

The objectives of the organiza- 
tion, which evolved from a think- 
tank held by Ukrainian-language 
educators at the University of 
Alberta in May, 2005 (See Ukrai- 
nian News, May 11-24, 2005) are: 

» To provide educational oppor- 
tunities in Ukrainian language and 
culture to all Albertans; 

То increase and market choices 
available in Ukrainian education for 
Albertans, without duplication of 
services; 

г To determine the needs of the 
public on issues relating to Ukrai- 
nian language and culture education; 

» To support the development of 
a language learning environment in 
Alberta, which values language and 
cultural competence, as well as the 
internationalization of education; 

- To develop programs and 
projects that are based on research 
and articulated needs, and which en- 
sure that the teaching of Ukrainian 
language and culture provides 
Albertans with globally competitive 
skills and international credentials; 

¢ To integrate technology into the 
teaching/learning of Ukrainian Іап- 
guage and culture; 


Dial 

Я г -ї 0 ет 416-595-7008, 1-260-648-8680 
1U 1-006 ce manna 
Before your nent leng distance caf 


Bial 107-8888 and do het walt 
fora dial tone, simply dial the 
phane number yeu wish to call. 


» To create public incentives for 
the use of Ukrainian language out- 
side the classroom; 

» To encourage professional de- 
velopment of Ukrainian language 
educators through retreats and train- 
ing sessions; 

» To promote Alberta institutions 
engaged in the research and teach- 
ing of Ukrainian language and cul- 
ture as valued international partners 
in trade, business, education, culture 
and other sectors; 

» To nurture and promote volun- 
teer activity in the area of Ukrainian 
language and culture. 

In his opening presentation, Dr. 
Roman Petryshyn, Director of the 
Ukrainian resource and develop- 
ment centre at GMC listed a num- 
ber of areas of need in which AULA 
will develop programs. These in- 
clude: 

» International mobility to encour- 
age exchanges among students, edu- 
cators and researchers to support the 
development of globally competi- 
tive curricula; 

» Integration of advanced technol- 
ogy into the teaching of language 
and culture to support learners 
throughout Alberta, especially those 
in rural areas where opportunities 
for accessing quality language and 
cultural education are limited or 
nonexistent; 

» Development of standards and 
assessment for learning, teaching 
and research programs which ensure 
that learning and teaching in Alberta 
provide Albertans with globally 
competitive skills and facilitate the 
international recognition of their 
credentials; 

e Promotional programs to sup- 
port the development of a language 
learning culture in Alberta that val- 


the internationalization of education 
as well as to inform and encourage 
all Albertans to take advantage of 
these learning opportunities; 

» Resources development to fos- 
ter the strategic alignment of the 
human, financial, Institutional and 
technological resources needed to 
provide quality learning of language 
and culture. 

Among the other presentations, 
Dr. Olenka Bilash spoke about the 
Kindergarten to Grade 12 action 
plan in which she listed seven main 
goals including: the need for proy- 
ince-wide coordination of initia- 
tives, acquisition and production of 
learning resources, internationaliza- 
tion of Ukrainian cultural and lan- 
guage education, research into 
teaching of Ukrainian language in a 
Canadian context, promotion of ex- 
cellence in Ukrainian language and 
cultural education, community out- 
reach and supporting Ukrainian 
studies in Education. 

Examining post-secondary educa- 
tion, Dr. Natalia Pylypiuk stressed 
the need to interest students of non- 
Ukrainian background in Ukrainian- 
language education and to teach 
more about Ukrainian intellectual 
tradition. 

Anna Biscoe listed the four cat- 
egories of membership in AULA 
that are available — regular institu- 
tional, associate institutional, indi- 
vidual and honourary. 

Luba Eshenko and Melody 
Kostiuk outlined the benefits of be- 
longing to AULA, which will help 
establish Ukrainian as a global lan- 
guage. 

“Please be advocates of AULA, 
because ‘Razom nas bahato’ (To- 
gether we are many),” said Eshenko 
referring to the Orange Revolution 


Ee Bosnia ia ues language and cultural skills and slogan. 
SOS RCE EE Seo ESC Coe Bulgarla з 
99: ДС НИ: 
. 27 j ot 
—T = бат L Kyiv gets new mayor 
рн BESTEST изнагу honey iL Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko on April 20 appointed Leonid 
2 "a Pe ist Chernovetskyy, the winner of the March 26 mayoral election in Kyiv, as 
"до oe - formar mt chairman of the Kyiv city administration, Ukrainian media reported, quot- 
so age ee М аеро ae ing the presidential press service. At the same time Yushchenko dismissed 
Saech Rep. Netherants Sweden = South Arica ж former Kyiv Mayor Oleksandr Omelchenko. The presidential decisions 
Finland =~ Poland ar a put a formal end to a dispute between Omelchenko and Chernovetskyy, in 
рено оман which the former accused the latter of bribing voters during the election 
campaign and tried to challenge Chernovetskyy’s election victory in court. 
i ise Luhansk governor Moskal resigns 
ер re 2 ne ни іепе,вітріу dial Me chorge fr cals under 6 secs, (Ukrainian Journal)—Luhansk region governor Henadiy Moskal, one of 
‘ нар President Viktor Yushchenko’s toughest pee sees ee з 
= М rates я effect 24 brs a day, tion, Interfax reported on April 21 citing a report from the local councu. 
101-8888 101-8888 a pa нан ум The appointment of Moskal, a criminal police general, in November 2005 


was apparently aimed at bringing the Luhansk region, the stronghold of 
opposition Regions Party, under stricter control by Kyiv. 


